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M Y three-year old genius has a posi- 
tive talent for automobile identifica- 
tion. In a recent interview with him the 
secret of his aptitude was revealed. 
“Plymouths have boats on the front. Pon- 
tiacs have Indians. And...’ Well you 
see what I mean. My son reads symbols. 

We all do for that matter. We can't 
escape them in one form or another. The 
old red, white, and blue pole with the 
disappearing stripes means barber shop 
to us—the history of a war can be read 
in the multi-colored pattern of ribbons 
adorning a serviceman’s jacket in a 
parade. 

A symbol is a picture of an idea or a 
truth. Even words are only symbols of 
ideas. When you meet a friend on the 
street you can’t comment on the weather 
without employing symbols. In the sum- 
mer we wipe our faces and in the winter 
we shiver. Those actions have become 
symbols. When you use them it’s not 
necessaty to add that it’s cold today or 
that it’s hot enough to fry an egg. 

Symbol comes from the Greek word 
symbolon. The Greeks had a custom of 
breaking a wooden ring in two and giv- 
ing half to the guest in the home. On 
the next meeting with the guest the 
two halves fit perfectly together. Thus 
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SYMBOL 
FROM 
HISTORY 


Christian Symbols Topic 1 


by W. RICHARD FRITZ 


friendship was recognized and honored 

A symbol is quite different from 
picture of something. It isn’t a represen 
tation of an object or situation. Instea: 
it is representative of some idea or trut 
or situation. For instance, the barbe 
pole has no meaning as a decoration ¢ 
as a pole. It is representative of the ba 
ber trade. 


Secret Code 

[ read a book not so long ago in whic 
the author gleefully traced most of th 
Christian symbols back to pagan origin: 
Those pagan beginnings need not botha 
Christians any. The Church did it © 
purpose. 

The Christians of the first centurie 
had a very difficult time of it. They ha 
great ideas to communicate to their fe 
low-believers. But the risk was tremer 
dous. One did not casually or loud: 
proclaim his Christian convictions if I 
hoped to carry on with his witness. 
would not be wise to engrave open test 
monies to the faith of some depart 
saint on his grave. 

What was needed was a secret co¢ 
that Christians could understand, b 
that the Roman unbeliever would nev 
notice. With true ingenuity, those ean 


elievers adopted the sign language of 
he heathen and gave richer, new mean- 
ngs of a Christian nature to them. Thus, 
he grape vines of Bacchus and the wild 
ndulgence that it represented became 
he True Vine of the blessed Lord and 
he branches became His people. Today 
many altars have a grape vine carved 
lelicately upon them. 


If you saw the motion picture Ouo 
fadis you saw another symbol that the 
arly Christians used for identification. 
The drawing of the form of a fish was 
he sign of Christian faith. The Greek 
vord for fish being Icthus, the believers 
ound in this I (J)esu Christos Theou 
Jios Soter—Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
aviour. 

Other meaningful symbols that spoke 
Ourage and faith to the persecuted were 
he anchor (Hebrews 6:19), the lamb, 
he palm branch or tree, and the shep- 
erd. Imagine the thrill of hope that 
dled the fearful followers of the Master 
vhen he found these five symbols in a 
ine. In brief, the drawings said to him: 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
ame into our world to save us from sin 
nd death. In Him we have hope in the 
uidst of persecutions. He is the Lamb 
f God who took upon Himself our sins. 
fe is a King who once entered trium- 
hantly into Jerusalem and will come 
gain to take us into eternal life. Mean- 
hile He is our good Shepherd, tenderly 
uiding, protecting us and giving us 
rength.” 

The sign language grew during the 
slowing centuries. Its meaning reached 
ito every dark corner of ignorance and 
literacy. Its beauty revealed every hope 
f the gospel. 

The untaught people could not read 
ords. In many cases they could not 
yen understand the words of the Word. 
lor could they adequately express in 
ords the Christian hope and promise. 
ut they could carve and paint, _and 
ud, and they did—a glorious heritage 
‘ symbolism that preached to them year 
ter year in its very silence—a thousand 
mons in every church—and in every 
indow a hundred prayers. 


See the Sermons 


We Lutherans have our faults, but we 
have not robbed our people of the 
teaching values of the sign language— 
except insofar as we have neglected to 
help them read it. There is a symbol in 
every portion of The Service, in the 
colors of the pataments, in the furnish- 
ings of the chancel and altar, in the 
church building itself. 


Instead of fumbling with your pock- 
etbook or gazing vacantly around when 
you enter church next Sunday, look for 
the sermons all around you. Silently they 
speak their message—a Trefoil in the 
pew end—an Agnus Dei embroidered 
upon the paraments—a window full of 
a hundred sign language narratives, 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Present the topic and follow with discussion. 
Hand out hymnals (Common Service Book or 
Lutheran Hymnal) to the leaguers and look up 
the meaning of colors found in the rubrics. Dis- 
cuss briefly the use of colors in the church. 

Give each leaguer paper and a pencil. Let 
the leaguers tour the church, individually jotting 
down the yarious symbols they see—whether 
they understand them or not. Ask them to look 
them up for the next session. You may place 
reference books (see your pastor about these) 
in a convenient place so that leaguers cam 
browse through them during the week—after 
choir practice or confirmation class. 


WORSHIP 


HYMNS 426, 536, and 345 in the Common 
Service Book. 


SCRIPTURE: John 15:1-11 


PRAYER: O Son of God, teach us fo read the 
signs of Thy love and mercy in every created) 
thing, to love all men as Thou dost love, and! 
to love Thee who didst come in love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 


DISCUSSION 

What is a symbol? What modern symbols cam 
you think of in advertising, traffic signs, etc.? 
What's the difference between the symbols of 
our Church and the statues and paintings of the. 
Roman Catholic Church? Are there symbols for 
certain Seasons or Days of the Church year? 
Why do we change the color of the paraments 
(altar and pulpit hangings) during the year? 
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TOURING YOUR CHURCH 


Christian Symbols Topic 2 


Bos: I discovered the other day that all those designs that appear througha 
our church building are not just decorations. I understand they me 


something. 


RUTH: You mean the designs on the stained glass windows, the hymn boards, a 


on the altar and pulpit hangings ? 


Bos: Yes. They are in lots of places, and the more you look the more you fit 
They are representatives of something we can’t see physically. They 


called symbols. 


Nancy: Bob and I thought the leaguers would be interested in knowing what tk 


mean, and so we planned this roundtable to talk about them. 


ED: In our conversation we'll take you on an imaginary tour of an imagini 


church to look for symbols. 


JOHN: After that we can all take a real tour of our own church to see if we ¢ 


recognize any of these symbols and to look for any others. 


Bos: First of all, let’s mention some church symbols which come to our m 
immediately—like the cross. What does the cross stand for? Anyone : 
the league want to answer? (Wait for an answer from the group.) Can \ 


think of any others ? 
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UTH: 


IHN: 


I understand there are hundreds of church symbols. How did we get 
them? Who made them up? 

They have come to us from the early days of the Church. Many of them 
were found as carvings and frescoes in the catacombs. 

Let's start the tour. We'll pretend we are entering the narthex of the church. 
The what ? 


The vestibule. ‘“‘Narthex’’ is the proper term for a church vestibule. Might 
as well say things right on this guided tour. 


Okay. We're in the narthex. What do we find? 


There is a cross on the top of the literature rack. It’s a Greek cross—each 
atm of equal length. The cross we usually think of with one arm longer 
is called a Latin cross. 

The doorways are beautifully carved. Notice the carving is made up of 
vines and branches. That is a symbol of Jesus Christ and his relationship to us. 
We go through these doors into the nave of the church—that’s the word 
for the main part of the church where the congregation sits. A symbol for 
the Church itself is a ship because the Church helps us to sail life's seas. 
That's where we get the word “nave: The Latin navis means ship. 

I notice a symbol carved on the ends of the pews and repeated on the hymn 
boards. It’s called a Trefoil. 

There are three large stained glass windows—one on each side, and one at 
the back in the balcony. There are lots of symbols in them. In one window 
the chief symbol is a hand. 

There is a nimbus around the hand with three rays. By the way, don’t call 
it a halo. Nimbus is the correct word! 

This window therefore stands for God the Father. If you look closely 
you'll find other symbols indicating the first Person of the Trinity: an eye, 
and a six pointed star. 

The second window has symbols of God the Son—Jesus Christ. The chief 
symbol is the Lamb of God, or Agnus Dei in Latin. 

Other symbols in this window tell about Jesus. Notice particularly the fish. 
The third window has a dove to indicate God the Holy Spirit. Also there 
is a symbol of a flame. 

From the nave we step up into the chancel. You probably already know 
that in a church we don’t call it a platform. Part of the chancel is called 
the sanctuary—the part right around the altar and up one more step from 
the rest of the chancel. 

The cross on the altar has the Agnus Dei in the center. Remember what 
that is? And at the end of each arm is a symbol of a writer of the Gospel. 
The two candles indicate Christ the Light of the World. 


If we took off the altar hanging we would find on the altar itself five 
Greek crosses, one at each corner and one in the center. These indicate the 
five wounds of Christ. 

On the altar and pulpit hangings we find interesting symbols. Many are 
monograms of Christ. 

By the way, the correct word for hangings is “‘paraments,’ and their colors 
are symbolic of the Church seasons. 

Well, now that we have an introduction to church symbolism, let’s go 
through our own church and see what we can find. 
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MEANINGS OF SYMBOLS 

Holy Trinity 

Trefoil (three lobes of equal size in one 
figure. Looks like three petals or parts of three 
circles.) 

Equilateral triangle—also three equal in one. 

Fleur-de-lis—a flower form with three leaves. 

Often a circle is combined with the triangle 
—the circle indicating eternity. 
God the Father 

Hand of God: Sign of creation and of bless- 
ing. 

Eye: the all-seeing eye of God. 

Star: Six pointed stands for six days of 
creation. 


God the Son 


Agnus Dei—Lamb of God. ‘The Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Often holds a banner of victory. 

Fish: The early Christians at the time of 
persecution used the picture of a fish as a 
secret sign among themselves. Jesus spoke of 
being fishers of men. These early Christians 
took the Greek word for fish because each let- 
ter was the first letter of the words in this 
sentence: “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.” 

Sun, with rays around it: The Sun of Right- 
eousness, one of the names for Jesus. 

Vine and branches: See John 15:1. 

Candlesticks: Jesus, the Light of the World. 
The two on the altar stand for the dual na- 
ture of Christ—man and God. 


God the Holy Spirit 

Descending Dove: The spirit appeared in 
the form of a dove at Christ’s baptism. 

Fire: flame of fire. Tongues of fire appeared 
at Pentecost to indicate the descent of the 
Spirit upon the disciples. 

Nimbus 


A nimbus is around many figures in sym- 
bolism or also in realistic pictures, to indicate 
holiness of person. When divinity is to be in- 
dicated three rays are used in the nimbus, re- 
ferring to the trinity. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Enlist five Leaguers to take part in the rounc 
table, read over this topic with them. The rounc 
table suggestions are only partial. The league: 
themselves are to refer to the list of symbo 
to find the meanings, and then to include th! 
information in their roundtable. 

Have the leaguers on the committee look fe 
all symbols in your own church, and find th 
meanings of them. 

After the roundtable discussion, take a guidd 
tour of the church and examine the symbols yo 
looked at last week. Discuss each one and 
meaning. Study the windows, carvings on chur | 
furniture, paraments, etc. 

For a project use one of these two: 

1. Have the league prepare a series of pos 
ers for the Church year, explaining the meanivi 
of the symbol used. These should be used du 
ing the year in a narthex for the education 
all church members. 

2. Make drawings of all the symbols. Mima 
graph these, along with the explanations, a 
bind them into a booklet. Publicize these befc 
the members of your congregation and sell the 
at a small price to defray expenses. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 
HYMN 101 CYH “Open Now Thy Gates 
Beauty” 
SCRIPTURE 1 Timothy 4:1-16 
PRAYER 48 


HYMN 243 ‘Rise Up, O Men of God” 


ADDITIONAL BIBLE READINGS 

John 15:1-8. Christ is the true vine. 

Revelation 1:8, 22:13. Christ is the beginn 
and the end. 

John 1:24-30. John introduces Jesus. 

John 1:32-34. The Holy Spirit descends a: 
dove. 

John 8:12. Jesus is the light of the worle 

John 10:1-18. Jesus is the good shepherc 

Matthew 5:13, 14. Jesus tells us what we « 


Teacher—What are the products of Brazil? 


Student—I don’t know. 


Teacher—Where do you get your coffee? 
Student—From the neighbors. 
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Christian viewpoint of death 
by ROBERT W. STACKEL 


[. THE eighth century John of Damas- 
cus composed a hymn for an old fel- 
ow-monk who was reported near death. 
While he was rehearsing it lustily to see 
10Ww it sounded, the monk for whom it 
was written walked in. Disgusted with 
he gloomy sound, he told John to get 
ut. Death, he said, is not a gloomy, 
Iread thing for the believer. It is the 
ypen door to life. 

Faith in Jesus Christ should make a 
lifference in daily living. Just what is 
hat difference ? 


A Christian has no fear of death. 

In the Roman catacombs where thous- 
nds of Christians were buried during 
he persecution of the first century, there 
re many carvings on the walls. Not one 
f these is suggestive of death. All em- 
hasize life and triumph. 


Paul wrote, “Death is swallowed up 
in victory.’ The picture comes to mind 
of a polar explorer’s sled falling down 
through a snow crevice and being swal- 
lowed up into oblivion. Or it suggests 
an earthquake opening a large crack in 
the ground to swallow up a house and 
then closing again. Death is not a factor 
any more for the believer. It is swallowed 
up in victory. 

On a hospital bed before a critical 
operation, at the war front on a dan- 
gerous mission, in the split second of an 
automobile accident, Christ's own are 
not afraid. Paul put it, ‘For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 


A Christian is comforted in the death 


of other believers. 


They are not lost. They are promoted 
to everlasting life. Through the mercy 
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of our Saviour we hope to join them in 
God’s good time. 

When friends extended sympathy to 
a youth upon the loss of his mother, he 
replied, “I have not lost her.” 

In most funeral homes there is a stand 
with a signature book in the room of 
the deceased. ‘Please register,’ the stand 
requests. A Christian can see in this a 
heavenly request. ‘Please register to oth- 
ers here your faith in the resurrection.” 

The Easter angel asked, “Why weep- 
est thou?” At the resurrection of Lazarus 
Jesus said to the mourners as Lazarus was 
attired in grave clothes, ‘“Loose him, and 
let him go.” He still says that at Christian 
funerals. “Loose him, and let him go’’— 
into glorious immortality. 

The attitude of a bereaved Christian 
in the case of a departed Christian loved 
one is that of confident assurance and 
solemn joy. 

At Robert Browning's funeral service 
in Westminster Abbey in 1889 Sir Ed- 
ward-Burne Jones was disappointed. 
Knowing that victorious Christian faith 
of the poet, he felt the service was too 
sad and depressing. He would have given 
a lot, he wrote, for banners to have been 
floating there and a trumpeter to have 
split the air. 

Another Christian planned his funeral 
service as he lay dying. The first thing 
the great congregation did at the service 
was to rise and sing, ‘Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.” 

Some people are completely unstrung 
when death strikes a loved one down. 
They become weak and helpless. But the 
believer finds new strength in God's 
promise of the resurrection to the de- 
parted fellow-believer. He is comforted 
and encouraged. He gives witness to 
others of the shining hope in his heart. 


A Christian retains his optimism 
amid cduscouragements. 


There is more to life than the present 
dark outlook. There is God's tomorrow. 
A  Saturday-before-Easter outlook does 
not take in all the facts. An Easter-Sun- 
day outlook with an everliving Lord 
must be reckoned with. It is easy to 


8 e HIGH IDEALS 


give way to despair, but despair is only 
a half-truth. Christian optimism ts based: 
upon the full facts of a deathless King, 
and his undefeatable life in us. 

When Wellington fought Napoleon. 
all England waited for the news. Atop) 
Winchester Cathedral in South Englanc 
the semaphore began to spell out tha 
message letter by letter: “W/-E-L-L-I-N-G3 
T-O-N D-E-F-E-A-T-E-D.” Then a dense 
fog settled down, and the semaphore 
couldn’t be seen. The message, ‘Welling 
ton defeated,’ began to spread pessimism 
throughout the land. 

Then the fog lifted and the sema: 
phore finished the message, “Wellington; 
defeated the enemy.” England’s gloo 
gave way to gladness. 

Things look bad these days. Th 
clouds of war keep darkening. Sin be 
comes more brazen all the while. U 
certainty shrouds the future. True fol 
lowers of Jesus are few. 

But a Christian sees more than this 
He sees God still reigning on his throna 
He sees God's promises unbroken. 
sees a day when God's judgment wi 
lead the faithful disciple into eterna 
happiness and plunge the evil-doer int 
eternal punishment. Because he see 
these things, he takes heart. 


A Christian Dedicates himself anew t 
God's service at every fresh thought c 
his immortality in Christ. 

Paul gives a singing description 4 
Christian immortality in the 15th chap 
ter of 1 Corinthians. He ends it witi 
these words: ‘Therefore, my _ belove 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, a 
ways abounding in the work of the Lor 
knowing that in the Lord your labor 
not in vain.”” Immortality has a “ther 
fore.”” We cannot leave it out. 

Christ has offered us immortalil 
through faith in him, therefore, let 
give all our heart to helping with visiti 
tion evangelism, leading youth discv 
sions, singing in the choir, going out « 
the every-member visitation, practicisi 
Christian tithing, living Christ’s teac 
ings, and speeding the missionary ov 
reach of the church. 


“Go and tell my brethren,” Jesus said 
fter his resurrection. His followers did. 
\S a consequence there were more in 
hurch in that upper room on the Sun- 
ay after Easter than there were on 
aster day. 


The unfinished task of the church 
day is prodigious. It will take phe- 
omenal power to perform it. That pow- 
tr we have in God’s assurance of our 
mmortality in Christ. Therefore, let us 
[ways abound in the work of the Lord. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Imitate the front page of a newspaper 
y making headlines of encouraging hap- 
enings of spiritual importance in con- 
ast to the usual depressing crimes and 
agedies in the newspaper. 

As a project choose some bereaved per- 
on in your congregation who is apt to be 
mnely. Do something in Christian friend- 
uip to lift that person’s spirits, such as 
ending a group letter or card, sending 
owerts, visiting 1n a group. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


HYMNS: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!’ 
come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain’’ “The Day 
Resurrection” ‘‘O Day of Rest and Gladness” 
Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 


PRAYER No. 35 or No. 36 in Common Service 
ok 

SCRIPTURE: | Corinthians 15:12-26, | Corin- 
ians 15:51-58, | Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 
svelation 7:9-17 


DISCUSSION 

What is there about death that plants fear in 
sople’s hearts? What is there in Christianity 
at can dispel such fears? What present funeral 
actices are too much on the physical plane? 
2w much importance should the deceased's 
dy play? A missionary once said, “The pros- 
cts are as bright as the promises of God.” 
hat are some of God’s promises, given in your 
yn words? It takes a hard frost for a tulip to 
me to brightest bloom. What lesson does this 
ach us concerning the frosty discouragements 
life? Why should Christian youth be able to 
ork harder for the world’s welfare than 
ymmunist youth? 


© could you use clever party ideas? 


® want something to read this 
summer? 


© interested in the latest movies? 


© need ideas for private devotion? 


subscribe 
now 


to 


LUTHER LIFE 


youth magazine 


$2.00 per year 


$1.75 orders of 10 or more 


send check to: 
Luther League of America 
2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia 29, Pa. 
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RECREATION 
WITH A 
CHRISTIAN 
VIEW 


TRUE-FALSE QUESTIONNAIRE 


(add to, or substitute your own 
questions here ) 

1. Recreation is for a good time only 

2. The people in Bible times did not 
have any recreation. 

3. The church is not 
people’s recreation. 

4. If there is a party at school and 
one at the church, you ought to go to 
the church party. 

5. The best recreation is going to the 
movies and ball games, and watching 
television. 

6. The funnies are the best part of 
the paper. 

7. You can have more fun if your 
parents are not around. 

8. Hobbies are a lot of fun. 

9. It is all right to cheat a little in 
a game. 

10. It is all right to cheat a little if 
you're not caught. 


interested in 
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by LARRY EISENBERG 


Discuss the questions, one at a tim 
after the boys and girls have mark 
their papers. Let them talk freely amon 
themselves if it seems that a good d 
cussion is going. Here are some ide 
that may help the leader. 

1. Recreation is for a good time, FE 
it also brings fellowship, personality c 
velopment, the chance to develop o 
skills, and to get to know people and | 
know our world better. 

2. You could make a list in advar 
of recreation that people did in Bali 
times: fishing, story telling, hiking, gro 
singing, feasts, boating. The boys 
gitls might enjoy checking into the N 
Testament to see what they could fim 
You could help them by suggesting cha 
ters containing information. 

3. The church is interested in peopb 
recreation, for it is in their leisure ti 
that they find the fullest expression 
what kind of person they are! The chu 
wants to help people choose the gc 
things to do in their leisure time. 

4. The question of loyalty is rai. 
here. The answer might not necessa: 
be that the young person should go: 
the church, but too often boys and gs 
select anything else first and the ch 
last. 

5. Spectator recreation may be 
right, but young people need more act 
recreation, and need to participate ma 


[hey need to develop skills. To sit all 
he time makes people one-sided. 

6. The funnies are fun, and it’s nat- 
ural to enjoy them. But there are other 
sarts Of the paper, too, that are interest- 
ng. Through the newspaper you can 
earn about community and world affairs. 
The person who just reads the funnies is 
10t getting the most out of life. The 
hurch wants young people to live the 
ull, abundant life that Jesus talked 
bout. 


7. The answer may be “true” to this 
juestion. If you do not like the wording, 
hange it, or change the entire question. 
3ut the question of how young people 
nd their parents get along is a real one 
n the junior high age. Your part here 
nay be to help them see that their par- 
mts are people, that they are interested 
n their children, that home can be a 
easant place to be if the children in 
he home help it to be so. In other 
vords, this question may throw you on 
our own for interpretation. If there is 
ome reason it should not be answered, 
ubstitute another question. 


8. Hobbies are a lot of fun. Some 
ime might be spent to discover what the 
oys and girls do for hobbies, what they 
hink the values of hobbies are, and the 
esult might be to plan for a little hobby 
how at a future time, with parents and 
thers invited. 


9. Cheating is always a problem. 
Many young people do not see too much 
yrong with it, especially if... . 

10. you can get away with it. The 
dea of personal integrity is often for- 
otten. The question of cheating in a 
ame may lead to a further discussion 
f other cheating—on quizzes at school, 
tc. While this is not to be a discussion 
f right and wrong for the entire eve- 
ing, it would be well to deal with this 
roblem if it comes up. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


We have worked out a 10-question true-false 
st, which the boys and girls probably will en- 
y. You will note that we have given you many 
Sportunities to carry on discussions beyond the 
estionnaire. They actually ask questions that 


stimulate evaluations of right and wrong, of 
parent-youth relationships, and so on. 

Also suggested are some possible projects, 
and things that might be done during the ses- 
sion. If interests are aroused during this session 
in going further, we know you will make adjust- 
ments in future schedules so that the boys and 


girls will be led into the lines of their natural 
interest. 


1. Have some good group singing of fellow- 
ship songs. 


2. Play a good game or two, like BRONX 
CHEER (if it is not too noisy). Send someone out 
of the room. When they return, you direct them 
to do what was chosen by the whole group for 
them to do. This is done by clapping when the 
person does the right thing or goes in the right 
direction, and by booing when he or she goes 
in the wrong direction, or does the wrong thing. 
It’s much fun. 


3. Discussion of the questionnaire, after the 
boys and girls have had a chance to check it. 


4. A discussion of projects that the young 
people might carry on as a result of the meet- 
ing. (If you have time.) 


5. Closing worship, with Negro spirituals, 
hymns, and perhaps using one of the Psalms. 


Music being one of the finer recreation fea- 
tures, we suggest its use in closing. You will 
note that a closing period of worship is sug- 
gested, instead of opening with worship. Thus, 
after a sense of fellowship has been developed 
among the boys and girls and their leaders, they 
approach God in the sense of fellowship and 
worship. 


Projects 


1. As was suggested earlier, check the New 
Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) to see 
what people in those days did for their recrea- 
tion. 


2. Make paper sack puppets. They are easy 
to make and fun. Use crayons, pasted-on con- 
struction paper (for facial parts, also ears, hair) 
and put on a little play. Follow by a discussion 
of the values of creating things. 


3. Discuss some project which the young 
people can do, of help to older people, or to 
others in the church, There might be some per- 
son who cannot read, but would like to be read 
to for some recreation. The young people might 
plan for a stunt night for the entire church, or 
for a project such as making the cross and candle 
holders for family altars. 
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WHY CONTINUE 


SCHOOL 


why is a high school education important ? 


by CHARLOTTE McDERMON 


N 18-year old girl came into my of- 

fice recently. After finishing the ninth 
grade she had quit school and married. 
Now she and her husband have separat- 
ed and she has a year-old child to sup- 
ort. 

Although she is a girl of high intel- 
ligence she wanted a job in a factory. 
I questioned her about her decision to 
take this job in which she would have 
to sit behind a machine and do one small 
task over and over for eight hours every 
day. Her reply was pathetic. 

“IT made a terrible mistake by not stay- 
ing in high school,” she said. ‘But I 
can’t return to school now. I have my 
child to support. And this company pays 
the highest wages in town.” 

This is only one of the daily tragedies 
of the people who don't stop to think 
of the future. I wonder if someone like 
this girl might not be able to do more 
with young people contemplating quitting 
school than could all the counselors we 
hire to do such jobs. 


The World Is Specialized 


In the past we heard much about 
people succeeding because they were hard 
workers and knew how to get along well 
with others, This is still true to an ex- 
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tent. But our work-a-day world has be 
come much more specialized and com 
petitive. Today if two men or wome 
apply for the same job, in almost ever 
case the one with the most education wi 
be hired. 

Three leading men in the field of edd 
cation have summed up the necessity ¢ 
a high school education in seven brid 
statements: “It has dollars and cens 
value; permits a wider choice of occups 
tions; helps to give a person social eas« 
provides ‘fundamental’ training; train 
for better citizenship; provides great! 
job security in times of depression; ari 
helps to develop an ability to think ari 
reason. 

Any one of these reasons for goin 
on to high school is sufficient in itsel 
Taken together, they constitute a wha 
that few people dare do without. 

A boy I know tried, but didn’t sui 
ceed. He quit school in the 10th grae 
to work as a carpenter's helper at 
ridiculously high wage. It was possik! 
because a military installation was beiti 
built nearby. Workers were needed, an 
the contractors weren’t particular abe 
what kind they got. 

John received $50 per week for 
most a year. Then the camp was con 


leted and his bright balloon bursted. He 
ad been a pretty good helper, yes, but 
is boss had moved on to the next town 
nd left Johnny behind without any rec- 
mmendation. He hounded the employ- 
rent service daily. They had some jobs, 
ut not at the kind of pay Johnny had 
een getting. 

Finally a friend persuaded him to go 
ack to high school. He not only grad- 
ated, he went on to college and earned 
degree, 


It Can Be Improved 


Some teen-agers complain about high 
chool courses. And educators are the 
rst to agree that some subjects are use- 
=ss for some students. That is the reason 
or good “‘preference’’ tests. Each year is 
ot too often to administer the aptitude 
est to high school pupils. Much can be 
earned through them as to what the 
upil is most interested in and_ best 
uited for. A  person’s aptitude may 
hange some from year to year, but the 
eneral trend remains much the same. 
f a boy shows high mechanical ability 
yhen he is a freshman, probably he will 
now the same when he is a senior. 
After such tests are administered, pu- 
ils should be guided into courses that 
ill best fit their needs: the mechanical 
ito vocational schools . . . the scientific 
ito fields of science and medicine for 
oys, nursing and technical work for the 
irls . . . the musical and artistic into 
leit respective fields . . . the commercial 
ito business. 

Most high schools have at least three 
assifications of students: C.P.’s, those 
king college preparatory work; com- 
ercial, those preparing for the business 
ork; and general, those who probably 
ill not go on beyond high school but 
ho will be prepared to take jobs in 
ores and other places not requiring spe- 
alized training. 

Many things in our high school system 
mild be improved, and educators are 
vare of many of them. On the whole, 
ywever, a sincere effort is being made 
give students the things they need 
ost to make them what they want to be. 


We could use a much wider program of 
guidance with highly trained people in 
charge. 


Why Do You Go? 


A group of eight high school students, 
ranging from freshman to seniors, was 
given the question. “Why are you going 
to high school?” Here is a tabulation of 
their answers: 

e To improve myself mentally and 
physically and to make something of my 
life. 

e To learn the art of getting along 
with other people. 

e To prepare me for what lies ahead. 

e Because it is a stepping stone to 
college and adulthood. 

e Because of the fun and enjoyment 
it gives me. 

e To satisfy the wishes of my parents. 

e To try for a college scholarship. 

e To get a possible deferment from 
army service. 

e To be able to participate in com- 
petitive sports. 

e To be able to secure a better job. 

The first three reasons mentioned were 
almost a 100 per cent concensus. 

Young people should take their educa- 
tional problems to the proper people. 
These may not be their parents. If your 
father is determined that you be a lawyer 
because he is one, don’t say, ‘Sure, Dad, 
I'll be a lawyer,” if inwardly you hate the 
profession. Talk the situation over with 
your counselor, who in turn will be glad 
to talk to your parents. 

And girls, if you desire a career or 
higher education, don’t feel that you must 
marty at 18 because your mother did. 
Marriage is the fulfillment of divine 
plan, but it need not be accomplished 
until you have finished the education you 
really want. Never for one moment be- 
little the fact that a good education is just 
as important in maintaining a successful 
home life and rearing a good family as it 
is in accepting a position outside of the 
home. 

Teen-agers should ask themselves, 
“What will I be 10 years from now?” 
What you hope to be then is what you 
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had better be planning for now! You 
cannot expect some stroke of fate to lay 
a job in your lap for which you are not 


prepared. 


Why Students Drop Out 


Why do students drop out of high 
school? There are many reasons. And 
each youth thinks his reason is legitimate: 
Subjects are beyond him . . . parents need 
financial help . . . he dislikes school in 
general . he wants to get married. 
Everyone of these can be taken apart and 
proven a poor reason. 

If subjects are beyond a student, the 
matter can be taken to his counselor, who 
will direct the student into a simpler 
and more satisfactory course. This could 
have happened to Bill, who was repeating 
courses in algebra and bookkeeping with- 
out making any improvement. But he 
wouldn’t change his course because his 
parents had their hearts set on his becom- 
ing a bookkeeper. 

Although Bill would have done much 
better at the mechanical course suggested 
by his counselor, he had the mistaken 
idea that an office worker was more im- 
portant than a mechanic. He would rather 
fail at what he wanted to do than suc- 
ceed at what he could do well. The result 
was that he soon lost interest and dropped 
out of school. Probably he will never be 
either an office worker or a mechanic. 

If money is needed in the home, many 
agencies will finance pupils so that they 
may prepare themselves to support their 
families better than they could if they 
dropped out of school. Myra left school 
to help support her widowed mother. She 
got a job in a dress shop, but her employ- 
ers soon learned how inexperienced she 
was. They let her go. She worked in a 
bakery and then in a candy factory. 

At 17 she returned to the bakery where 
she had the misfortune one day to cut 
off her middle finger. The company gave 
her six weeks’ pay. Since she was afraid 
to return to the bakery she got a job in 
a woolen mill. At 19 Myra irons shirts 
in a laundry for nine hours a day at 45 
cents per hour. With such pay she can be 
of small help to her mother. 
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If a student dislikes school, there is < 
definite reason or reasons. There is alway: 
a reason for disliking anything! Get a 
the source and you have the solution. 

Mary transferred from a rural to ; 
city school in her freshman year. Sh 
was lonesome for her old friends ane 
very bewildered by the size of the school 
Her preparation was not as good as tha 
of her new classmates. The girls in th 
new school laughed about things tha 
Mary didn’t think funny at all, and the 
didn’t realize that being able to milk 
cow, churn butter, mimic bird songs, an: 
know the names of wildflowers was jus 
as important as book learning. Mary coul. 
have gone back a couple of years an’ 
picked up some fundamental work neec 
ed. Rather than do that she dropped ou 
of school a very frustrated young persop 

The person you are today is the resu: 
of everything that has happened to ye 
before. What you are doing now in you 
school years will determine what sort ¢ 
person you will be 20 years from now 
Decide what you want in life. Then dire: 
your course straight toward that goaz 
Set your sights, take careful aim, the 
shoot your mark! 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


SONGS: 240 ’’Now in the Days of Youth” az 
249 “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 
PRAYER 70 on page 376 (read in unison) 
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 119:33, 34; Proverbs 3:1 
ills 
Discussion of topic with a pantomime on thm 
characters on page 12. 
SONG: 258 “O Thou Whose Feet Have Climbt 
Life’s Hill’ 
SONG: 260 “Lord Speak to Me, That | My 
Speak’’ 
PRAYER 69, page 376 (read in unison) follc: 
ed by Lord’s Prayer 
BENEDICTION 


Discussion 


Are there other drawbacks to unskilled jcj 
than low pay? Should everyone be determiri 
to finish high school and go on to college? WMV 
are some of the available sources of informati 
in your town regarding the best course to follll 
in your particular case? Is any job actually mr 
important than any other job? 


WHAT’S IN A DATE 


study of dates 
of Bible Happenings 


Aims of this topic are: 


by EDNA McVICKER 


1. to help intermediates see the connection of people and incidents in 


the Bible. 


2. To show them why the people did certain things. 
3. To show how God guided his people, and will guide imtermediates 
So that they will have an impact upon human society. 


HAT’S in a date? Why do we 

have to learn dates? What hap- 
pened on a certain date? Why did it 
appen ? 

We all like to know when something 
lappens. We are interested in dates. We, 
who are Americans date the founding of 
America by Christopher Columbus 1492. 
The Landing of the Pilgrims 1620. Dec- 
aration of Independence July 4, 1776. 
[The beginning and end of the Civil War, 
yf the last two World Wars. All these 


dates are important to us as a people 
and a nation. 

As we go back through the years, we 
see Martin Luther nailing to the church 
door at Wittenberg the 99 Theses, Oc- 
tober 30, 1517. When he did this he 
gave us a religious liberty which was 
responsible for many historical activities 
on the American continent. It was the 
practice of religious liberty and its prin- 
ciples that caused some of the afore- 
mentioned events to take place. 
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It’s Filled with Difficulties 

The subject which you and I are going 
to explore this evening 1s filled with difh- 
culties. Biblical data in itself provides no 
way to establish a chronological order of 
the Bible. Old Testament records are 
vague and not definite as to dates. In 
the earliest books, the kings of Egypt 
were referred to simply as the pharaohs 
without any indication as to which one 
of the pharaohs is intended. 


Luther did not try to give dates to 
various events of the Bible because of the 
differences in dating unrelated Biblical 
events. When we turn to non-Biblical 
sources, the problem of dating events in 
the Bible becomes even more difficult. 


The first individual who was brave 
enough to give dates to Bible events was 
Arch-Bishop Usher, who in 1650 A.D. 
presented a Bible dating. 


Now, let’s turn to our Bibles. You will 
notice that Moses is accredited with the 
first five Books of the Bible. We are told 
that the history of the human race had 
been handed down from generation to 
generation by word of mouth until Moses 
presented to the world the first five 
Books of the Bible. 

In the first book of the Bible, we cover 
a period of time which totals 2433 years. 
This period of Bible history from crea- 
tion to the period of Moses (approxi- 
mately 1571 B.C) has always been a 
question as to dating. There are those 
who say that an advanced civilization had 
been reached by the time in which the 
Old Testament placed the creation of 
man. It is useless to try to date this 
eatly period, and the best plan is not to 
try any dating of Genesis until we come 
to Abraham, and even a later date, the 
period of Moses. These early years of 
the Bible are hard to date. In six chap- 
ters of Genesis we cover nearly 2000 
years of history. 

Following the chronology of Usher, 
we have been given these dates: 4004 
B.C. as the creation—the flood was sup- 
posed to have happened 2348 B.C.— 
Abraham born 1996 B.C.—the exodus 
1491 B.C.—Solomon’s temple 1012,.B:C. 
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While the chronology of Usher is one 
that is approved, there are those whe 
give an earlier dating for creation. The 
archaeologist (one who digs in ruins). 
today seems to find that the cities spoken 
of in early Bible narrative (story) were 
much older than the dating given ther 
by Usher. 

We have given you a look into the 
questions which have puzzled Bible schol 
ars for centuries and beyond. Doubtless 
we never will have a satisfactory answer 
It is nice to know dates. But it is not a: 
important as the fact that these thing: 
did take place and were recorded in the 
Bible. 


The Old Testament Story 


It would be well for us to turn to th’ 
Bible and try to follow the story that 1 
told here. If we will look at the first fivi 
Books of the Bible, we discover a con 
tinuing story. We see the developmem 
of the Hebrew race from Abraham to th: 
Exile, and the leadership of Moses—tht 
exodus from Egypt in 1230—the develop 
ment of kings: Saul, David and Solomo: 
—the division of the kingdom in_ tht 
period of 1020-970 B.C. for Judah unde 
Rehoboam, and Israel under Jeroboanr 
933 B.C. Ed. note: Are you aware tha 
when we are in the B.C. years, we coun 
backwards? 


There were good kings and there wer 
bad kings who ruled. They affected tk 
history of the Hebrew people. 


You do not have to go very far in th 
Bible to discover that not all of th 
Books are in chronological order. Eve 
though Nehemiah and Ezra come befos 
Esther, their dates deal with the peric 
treated in the very beginning of the: 
two books. Job, which follows Esthe 
is a book which is 1000 years older tha 
the Book of Esther. The Psalms wes 
written by a number of authors ary 
Usher does not attempt to give the: 
specific dates, while Proverbs was su: 
posedly written mostly by Solomon. 

The history of the Books of the O) 
Testament which we have covered e¢ 
tends from Genesis to Esther. The stoc 


yf the rise and fall of the Hebrew 
eople, the poetical books of the Bible 
Job to Song of Solomon) belong to the 
xolden Age of the Hebrew nation. The 
ext set of Books which we call pro- 
hetical (Isaiah to Malachi) belong to 
he day of the decline and fall of the 
tebrew nation. 


The Prophets 


We turn our attention to the prophets, 
he oldest of which is the prophet Isaiah 
vho is called the Messianic Prophet. 

The prophets are divided into two 
ections—the Major and the Minor 
-rophets. This division is due to size 
»f the Books. Any one of the three Books, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) is in itself 
arger than all 12 of the Minor Prophets 
ut together. Daniel is about the com- 
ined size of the two largest minor proph- 
ts (Hosea and Zachariah). Divided as 
o the time, 13 of the Prophets were con- 
vected with the destruction of the He- 
srew Nation; three with the rebuilding 


and restoration. 


The northern kingdom fell sometime 
around 734-721 B.C. To this period be- 
long Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, 
Micah. The southern kingdom fell 606- 
586 B.C. The prophets of this period 
were Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Obadiah, 
Nahum, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah. The 
period of restoration took place year 
536-444 B.C. The prophets of this period 
were Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

The period of prophets covered about 
400 years, roughly from 800-400 B.C. 
The main event was the destruction of 
Jerusalem which happened about in the 
middle of the period chronologically. 


The last of the Prophets, Malachi, 
prophesied at about 400 B.C. A period 
of about 400 years between Malachi and 
the period of the birth of Christ is not 
recorded in our Bible but can be found 
in some books called the Apocrypha. 
These books that were written at this 
time were not accepted by the Jews as 
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worthy to be included in the Old Testa- 
ment. The Greek Church also rejected 
them, Luther, in 1534 said: ‘“The books 
of the Apocrypha are not to be regarded 
as holy scriptures, but are useful and 
good for reading.” 


The New Testament 


We turn our attention to the New 
Testament which always offers compli- 
cated problems. Yet the period within 
which things occurred is narrowed to a 
few years as compared to the dates of 
centuries in the Old Testament. 

Apparently Jesus was not born in the 
year 1 A.D. It is generally agreed that 
His birth date can be placed from 3 
to 5 B.C. This is reached by making cer- 
tain comparisons with Roman history. 

Scholars differ widely as to the dura- 
tion of Jesus’ public ministry. Estimates 
vary from one to four years. The Bible 
gives definite answer to the length of 
time covered. The general belief is that 
His ministry covered three years. He was 
put to death in the year 29-30 A.D. 

Paul began his first missionary jour- 
ney about 47 A.D. He spent the majority 
of the year 50 in the second missionary 
journey in Macedonia and Athens. His 
third missionary journey took place 54-57 
A.D. He was in Cassarea 58-60 as a 
prisoner in the governor's castle; in Rome 
61-63 A.D. as a prisoner. Here the Book 
of Acts ends. 

He was back in Greece and Asia 
Minor about 65-66 A.D. He was behead- 
ed in Rome about 67 A.D. His ministry 
lasted about 35 years. While in Rome he 
wrote the Epistle to the Ephesians, Phil- 
ippians, Colossians, Philemon and _ pos- 
sibly Hebrews. In Macedonia, he wrote 
four of the great Epistles: 1 Corinthians; 
from Ephesus; 2 Corinthians from Mace- 
donia; Galatians about the same time; 
and it is believed Romans from Corinth. 
Romans was written in the winter of 
57-58 A.D, 

1 Thessalonians was written about 51 
A.D. and 2 Thessalonians written a year 
afterwards. Timothy written from Rome 
between 64-67 A.D. Titus written about 
(Sy JD): 
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Other writers wrote James around 6€ 
A.D. Peter wrote about 67 A.D. Jude 
also was written about this time; Johr 
wrote the Epistles of John. The book of 
Revelation was written about 96 A.D. 


ova 


That these events did take place, tha: 
they actually happened, is more impor 
tant to us than to know the exact date 
on which they happened. The orderl 
procession of events which we have in 
the beginning of the Old Testament mai 
not be as orderly as they would appean 
but they do relate the events used by Gos 
through His people to carry out His plar: 
If we but let God use our lives, we to: 
will make a contribution to the histor 
of nations being written now. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


HYMNS: “I Love to Tell the Story; “Lead ox 
O King Eternal;’” “O Master, Let Me Walk wit 
Thee.”’ 


SCRIPTURE: Psalm 103 
PRAYER: 
Lord, Thy Word abideth 
And our footsteps guideth 
Who its truth believeth 
Light and joy receiveth 
When the storms are o’er us 
And the dark clouds before us 
Then its light directeth 
And our way protecteth. Amen 
BIBLE READINGS for the week: 
Monday: 2 Timothy 3:16 
Tuesday: John 20:31 
Wednesday: 2 Peter 1:20, 21 
Thursday: Deuteronomy 4:2 
Friday: James 1:22 
Saturday: Nehemiah 8:8 
Sunday: Joshua 1:8 


Things To Do 


Find out from dictionary the meaning 
B.C. A.D. What is the meaning of Apocryph 
Who was the first Jew? How did he become 
first Jew? How many books in the N.T.? O02 
Can you recite the books of the O.T.? New Tes 
ment? Where is the ‘Apostles’ Creed” found¢ 
the Bible? Where is the Nunc-Dimittus foundc 
the Bible? Can you name the twelve apostle¢ 


YOUR CHOICE IS AS GOOD AS MINE 


The first five Books of the Bible are called Pentagon, Pentateuch 


the Aprocrypha? 


The first five Books of the Bible were written by Moses, David 


Abraham? 


’ 


> 


The Major prophets are 
? 


The Minor prophets are called minor because they were not 21 
years of age, they dug coal, they were minor only in volume of book. 
Name four of the minor prophets. 


GAME: NAME THE VOLUME 

Two people compete at a time against each 
ther, until one of them has earned five points. 
hen the winners compete two at a time until 
ompetition is narrowed down to one winner, 
* three or four winners, as you have time. 
Place two books at one side of the room 
abeled “Old’” and “New.” The two people 
ompeting listen to the story or person that 
ou name. The object is to identify it as an 
Mid Testament or New Testament story or 
erson. When one knows, he runs to the books, 
jicks up one he thinks is correct. In case of a 
ie, give each player one point. 


Old or New Testament Stories 


1. The story of the Wise-men (N) 

2. The story of Jonah (O) 

3. The Good Samaritan (N) 

4. The gleaner (O) 

5. An escape over the walls (N and O) 
6. The ten virgins (N) 

7. The twins (O) 

8. Noah’s ark (O) 

9. The little man who climbed a tree (N) 


The fiery furnace (O) 

The burning bush (O) 

The prodigal son (N) 

The ax head which floated (O) 
Trumpets and pitchers (O) 
Balaam and his ass (O) 
Naaman the leper (O) 

Raising of Lazarus (N) 

The brazen serpent (O) 

Fed by the ravens (O) 

The story of the Resurrection (N) 


. 
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Old or New Testament Men 
Sosthenes (N) 
Nimrod (O) 
. Nabal (O) 
Ahasuerus (O) 
. Potiphar (O) 
Gamaliel (N) 
Felix (N) 
Reuben (O) 


~ 
a ae 
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9. Onesimus (N) 
10. Caiaphas (N) 
11. Zacharias (N) 
12. Jesse (O) 

13. Ananias (N) 
14. Achan (O) 
15. Haman (O) 
16. Mordecai (O) 
17. Hiram (O) 
18. Malchus (N) 
19. Elymas (N) 
20. Annas (N) 


Reprinted from 200 Bible Quizzes 
by May C. Smith 


SPELLING BEE 


Line up in two teams. Each player who spells 
a word incorrectly must sit down. Better set a 
time limit in case you have some very good 
spellers. 


Sacrifice, altar, Pharisee, Hebrew, Golgotha, 
ransom, communion, baptism, consecrate, loyalty, 
prayer, falsehood, marriage, knowledge, Iscariot, 
myrrh, deity. 


Galilee, abyss, tabernacle, commandments, 
redemption, apostle, repentance, dedicate, grati- 
tude, guidance, genealogy, mankind, Jerusalem, 
compassion, Aaron, blasphemy, godliness, Satan. 


Resurrection, rescue, receive, virtue, synagogue, 
hallelujah, seraphim, jeopardy, imitate, restitu- 
tion, paradise, heaven, generation. 


Gethsemane, forgiveness, remember, wilder- 
ness, Jehovah, marvelous, beseech, Habakkuk, 
wanton, jealousy, Levite, Sanhedrin, propitiation. 


Fellowship, stewardship, brotherhood, per- 
severance, cleansing, mammon, idolater, suppli- 
cation, Lamentations, Nazareth, salvation, in- 
crease, temperance, Zebedee, prophet, gossip, 
Capernaum, congregation, persecute, anointed, 
transgression. 


Reprinted from Bible Quiz Book 
by J. Vernon Jacobs 
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OD needs strong men! No weakling 
can do much about the evil that ts 
in the world. Sometimes even strong men 


are discouraged, but they keep trying, 
and God helps them to do what is right. 

Our topic this evening is about Elijah 
who was a very strong man of God. 
He lived more than 800 years before 
Christ. Nothing is known about his home 
or his family. He seemed to live in the 
desert alone, occasionally coming to the 
towns of Israel to warn people against 
doing evil and to urge them to obey God. 

He preached so vigorously that some 
called him a second Moses. Some people 
thought him strange, and with good 
reason, for his whole life was lived 
a protest against the way so many people 
lived at that time—people who didn’t 
care about pleasing God but only about 
pleasing themselves. 

(Leader—-Stop now and discuss this 
question: Do people living now who try 
to obey God seem strange to others? 
If most in the group seem to think they 
do, find out in what ways. If most seem 
to think they don’t, discuss whether they 
should or not.) 

In everything he did, Elijah was only 
trying to live up to his name which 
means “The Lord is God.’ But he had 
a big job for even the king and queen 
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MAN 


Study of Bible personality 


by WILLIAM C. HANKEY 


of Israel were against him. These ruler: 
whose names were Ahab and _ Jezebe 
seemed to be trying to make the peope 
forget about God and worship a goldd 
calf called Baal. 


Ahab had tried at first to be a goo 
king. But then he married Jezebel, tk 
daughter of the king of Phoenicia, 
wicked woman who was determined tht 
all the people of Israel should worsho 
the god of her people. She even persuaa 
ed Ahab to build a temple to Baal | 
Samaria, and brought priests from ht 
country to lead the people in this 1 
ligion. 

But the worship of Baal was very ut 
like the worship of God for it requir! 
many wicked things in the lives of 
followers. The Tstaclives who had lean 
ed the commandments of God, could ri 
do these things if they cared at all abe 
their faith. Many disliked Jezebel aa 


her religion very much. But it takes a 
courageous person to stand up against 
a king and queen. 


Elijah was that person. He was not 
afraid. Even though he was a nobody 
in the eyes of the king, he dared to 
speak out to say how wrong it was to 
forsake God and what a false god Baal 
was. Listen to the story of how he talked 
to Ahab and proved before all the people 
that his God was supreme. 


(One or several Bible readers should 
now read 1 Kings 18: 17-39.) 


How glad many of the people must 
have been that Elijah’s sacrifice was con- 
sumed and the priests of Baal put to 
shame. But, as might be expected, the 
queen Jezebel was furious and vowed to 
kill him before another day would pass. 
It was necessary, then, for Elijah to hide 
from the queen. He became very dis- 
couraged. He even wanted to die for 
he felt that he could do nothing more 
to help his people. But, while hiding 
in a cave, he prayed to God. And here 
is what God said to him: 


(A Bible reader should now read 1 
Kings 19: 9-18.) 
| 


This was the answer to Elijah’s dis- 
ouragement. He should anoint new kings 
who respected God, and a strong prophet 
o help him. Things weren't so bad after 
ll. There still were 7000 people who 

elieved in God. 

So Elijah, his faith and courage re- 
tored, did as God said, seeking out 

lisha to work with him and waiting 
is time to anoint a new king. Soon 
fter this Ahab was killed in battle. 
ater his wife Jezebel was put to death 
or her wickedness by king Jehu, who 
-uled Israel after Ahab. 

One of the very interesting things 
bout Elijah was a favorite saying he 
nad. Many times, when he was speak- 
ng his message or explaining something 
ne had done, he spoke of God and used 
he expression, “Before Whom I stand.” 
t seemed that in everything and always 
e pictured himself as standing before 
od—the Supreme Being. 


Another very interesting thing about 
his life was the way God spoke to him. 
The people who lived at that time could 
easily think of God as speaking through 
an earthquake, a fire, a storm, or some 
other violent happening in nature. But 
God spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice, 
and told him what to do. 


Anyone who reads the New Testament 
will soon discover that no Old Testa- 
ment hero is mentioned more often than 
Elijah. He is recognized many times as 
a true man of God. Christian people and 
Jewish people continue to honor him as 
a strong man who dared to stand for 
his faith, even against a king and queen. 
Through him God blessed the people of 
Israel, and kept many of them faithful. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


This is a study of a strong man of God. The 
purpose of the topic is to tell of his life and 
spirit so that everyone who learns about him 
may be strong in believing in God and wanting 
to do what is right. 


For the worship period, use such hymns as 
“Lord, What a Change Within Us’’ (CYH #90); 
“Yield Not to Temptation’ (CYH #222); and 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus’ (CYH #252). 
Before the topic study offer a prayer for 
strength and courage, such as prayer #58 in 
the Christian Youth Hymnal. Scripture readings 
are right in with the topic study. Since the first 
one is long, it would be a good idea to divide 
it in sections and have several readers. At the 
close of the topic study allow time for the 
offering, announcements concerning the next 
meeting or other information, and then lead 
the group in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


List reasons why God needs strong men— 
physically, mentally, socially, spiritually. Do you 
think Christian witnesses ever become discour- 
aged today? Why? Do you ever do things to 
discourage your pastor or director of religious 
education? What did Elijah do to 
strength? Can you think of other stories concern- 
ing Elijah? If you have time you could look them 
up in 1 Kings 17:1-19:21; 2 Kings 1:3-2:12. Find 
references to him in the New Testament. 


receive 


Will it change what we do if we believe that 


God sees us? Does God speak to people these 
days in a still, small voice? 
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THE CHURCH 
CELEBRATES 
ITS BIRTHDAY 


Pentecost topi 
by PHILIP L. WAHLBER¢ 


LEADER: Everybody likes to celebrate birthdays. Most of us celebrate with 


cakes and candles. Sometimes we have parties for members of the 
family or with our very best friends. Usually there are presents 
and greetings and all kinds of good wishes. 

In the Church, too, we celebrate birthdays. On Christmas we cele- 
brate the birth of Jesus. But do you know that we celebrate another 
birthday today? (If this topic is not used on Pentecost, substitute 
the date of Pentecost here.) Today, which is called Pentecost, is 
the day we can most properly call the birthday of the Church. No 
cakes or candles are part of the celebration, but it is still a very 
special day. 

Before we hear our Pentecost speakers, let’s see if we know “What's 
the Score on Pentecost 2” 


(Leader gives test to group on mimeographed sheets or by calling 
out questions and letting leaguers write answers, etc. Answers to 
test questions will be found at the end of this article.) 


We are not going to grade the tests right now. Instead, three 
members of the league are going to talk to us about Pentecost and 
its place in the life of the Christian Church. Our first speaker 
represents the Jewish people, who celebrated Pentecost long before 
it was ever a Christian festival. Now, meet Miriam. 
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MIRIAM: 


LEADER: 


ANDREW: 


I understand that you celebrate Pentecost in your Christian Church. 
This is strange that you should celebrate it in your Church. My 
people also celebrate Pentecost and have been celebrating it for 
hundreds of years. 


Ever since I was a little girl, I can remember my family’s cele- 
brating two great religious holidays in the springtime. First, we'd 
celebrate the Passover. I’m sure you know about the Passover— 
how it commemorated the time the Angel of Death passed over 
the houses of our Jewish ancestors as they were waiting to escape 
from Egypt, though death came to family after family of Egyptians 
that night. 

As soon as Passover was done, we'd start counting the weeks until 
the next great religious holiday, Pentecost. It’s seven weeks between 
Passover and Pentecost, just as you have seven weeks between 
Easter and Pentecost. And because everybody counted the weeks, 
many people call Pentecost the Feast of Weeks. 


You've heard a lot about the way Jesus and his family went to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. But did you know that just as 
many people came to Jerusalem to the temple to celebrate Pente- 
cost? We'd always work hard between Passover and Pentecost. 
During that time the spring grain crops would ripen and be har- 
vested. And just as the last fields were harvested, we'd pack up 
and head for Jerusalem for Pentecost. You see, to us Pentecost was 
a Thanksgiving Day in spring. (Even before Joshua conquered 
this land for us, the Canaanites had a harvest festival at Pentecost.) 
And you should have seen the two huge loaves of bread that were 
offered as sacrifices in the temple at Pentecost! From the very finest 
wheat flour two loaves were made, each one about 214 feet long, 
16 inches wide, and 7 inches high! Three and a half quarts of 
flour went into each loaf. 

Pentecost was always a happy time. We celebrated just as rever- 
ently as if it had been a Sabbath. And how wonderful it was to 
sing the old Psalm, ‘Let the people praise thee, O God; let all 
the peoples praise thee! The earth has yielded its increase; God, 
our God, has blessed us.” 


You have heard from Miriam how Pentecost was celebrated by 
Jesus’ people long before there was a Christian Church. Now let’s 
invite one of Jesus’ disciples to tell us about the first Christian 
Pentecost. Andrew, would you tell us about it? 


You heard how Miriam said that Pentecost was a springtime Thanks- 
giving, always coming at the end of the grain harvest. In the 
Church of our Lord, Pentecost is a harvest festival, too—only a 
different kind of harvest. 

Let me tell you about our first Pentecost after the Lord had been 
raised from the dead. 

You know how we all felt after Jesus was crucified. It was bad 
enough that Jesus was dead. Most of us felt there wasn’t any use 
living after that. But what made matters worse was the way they 
killed Him—just as if He’d been a common criminal. And Him 
the best Man that ever set foot on the earth. 
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WHAT'S THE SCORE ON PENTECOST? 


(Answer each question true or false by marking T or F in the blank.) 


] 
2s 
3s 
4 


Pentecost comes 50 days after Easter in the Christian year. 

Pentecost was a Jewish festival before it became a Christian festival. 
Pentecost was a Caananite festival before it was observed by the Jews. 
In old Jewish practice Pentecost was the festival celebrating the end of 
the spring grain harvest. 

Today Pentecost is generally spoken of by the Jewish people as the Feast 
of Weeks. 

In Jesus’ time devout Jews from all over the Mediterranean world came 
to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. 

The day of Pentecost described in the Acts of the Apostles is the day when 
the disciples received the Holy Spirit in an unusually powerful way. 

On the first Christian Pentecost the disciples spoke in unknown tongues. 
The disciples on that first Pentecost were so excited and enthusiastic in 
speaking about Jesus that many outsiders thought they were drunk. 

Peter climaxed the first Christian Pentecost with a powerful sermon about 
the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. 

That day about 3,000 people were baptized. 

Pentecost is the day of confirmation in many Lutheran churches today. 
Pentecost is called Whitsunday also in many churches. 

The name Whitsunday comes from the practice of having confirmands and 
candidates for baptism dressed in white robes on this Sunday. 

Some Jewish synagogues have confirmation service on their day of 


Pentecost. 


We weren't quick to forget our disappointment at Jesus’ death. 
It was hard for us to believe those first tantalizing reports by Mary 
and the two disciples from Emmaus who claimed to have seen 
Jesus. We knew the tomb was empty on Easter morning and couldn't 
account for it. But who could have believed that even a Person 
like Jesus could be killed like He was and still be brought back 
to life. 

Gradually, He convinced us all that He was really alive. All those 
appearances you read about in your New Testament were really 
necessary to persuade us that He was alive. As we saw Him and 
talked with Him again and again, many things began to clear up 
in our minds. 

You talk about people “doing a double take’’—two people pass 
on the street, walk about ten steps and then the light dawns, they 
recognize each other. That's something like what happened to us 
after the first Easter. Gradually we began to recognize the meaning 
of many things Jesus had told us before. Like His saying that even 
as Jonah was three days in the whale’s belly, He would be three 
days in the earth. Or, that the temple would be destroyed and in 
three days He would build it up again. He had really tried to get 
us ready for the Resurrection, but we were just too blind to see it. 
As we began to understand these things, something else He had 
ae us more and more into our thoughts. In the days 
efore He died, Jesus talked a lot about a certain Comforter who 
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would come to us after He Himself was gone. He talked about 
the Spirit of Truth who would guide us into all the truth. John 
remembered that Jesus said, “It is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Counselor, or Comforter, will 
not come to you.’ We wondered about this a great deal, and thought 
we might have missed something. 

Then a little more than a week after Jesus ascended to heaven— 
and we were feeling low again, since we realized we'd never see 
Him again on earth—a most unusual thing happened. We were 
all gathered in that large room at John Mark’s house in Jerusalem. 
We weren't just 11 disciples any more either—by now there were 
almost 120 of us, for many came out in the open with their faith 
after they learned about the Resurrection. There we were, having 
an early morning service. As we prayed, there was a "whoosh” 
through the room, just like a wind had blown through. And the 
strangest light—it was as if there was a little flame on the head 
of everybody there. 

I still wonder what happened to us that morning. When our service 
was over, we were all out in the streets talking to the Pentecost 
pilgrims who were thronging the streets going to the temple. We 
talked to everybody—and everybody talked at once. We never 
heard anything like it. We were so on fire to tell everyone about 
the way that Jesus had lived and died and risen again, we must 
have sounded like we were crazy. As a matter of fact, some of the 
people on the street got the idea that we'd been getting ready for 
Pentecost by drinking wine and were all drunk—at 9:00 in the 
morning! 

Peter—as usual—wound up as our spokesman. On one of the city 
squares he preached. And how he out-did himself. I never before 
or since heard my brother preach like that! 

When the day was over and we stopped to get our breath, we 
found that a good 3000 people had been baptized in the name 
of our Saviour! It was hard to believe. As we were talking about 
it that night, one of the group—maybe it was James—said, “We 
should have known that something like this was bound to happen 
when we really felt God’s guidance through the Holy Spirit. Didn’t 
Jesus say, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you’ ?” 

Pentecost was a day I’ll remember as long as I live. I never saw 
anything like it! What a harvest we celebrated that day as we 
offered men the Bread of Life. If God hadn’t sent the Holy Spirit 
to give us power, we might still be quietly having our services, 
remembering Jesus and letting the rest of the world go by! 


So that’s why we can call Pentecost the birthday of the Church! 
This was the day that the disciples under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit began to fulfill Jesus’ command to “go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to everyone.” 

In our own congregation, Pentecost is still a big day. Let’s hear 
from Bill, one of our new confirmands. Bill, will you tell us 
about the meaning of Pentecost in the Church today ? 


I was kind of stupid about Pentecost and a lot of other things 
before I went to confirmation instruction. I’ve still got a lot to 
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learn about being a Christian, but something pastor said about 
Pentecost rang a bell with me. He said that if we d just remember 
the two Pentecost colors we could remember the meaning of Pente- 
cost by them. 

The two colors connected with Pentecost are red and white. You 
see the red on the altar cloths at Pentecost. And our church, like 
many others, has its confirmands dress in white robes for the con- 
firmation service. 

Red always reminds me of two things—blood and fire. So, I guess 
when we use red on the altar at Pentecost it reminds us that the 
Holy Spirit can ‘‘set us on fire’ for God, just like He set Andrew 
and the other disciples on fire at Pentecost so many years ago. 

At school the other day, the coach said the basketball team “caught 
fire’ the last part of the season. They did, too—played together 
and scored like pros. 

This must be what happens to Christians when the Holy Spirit 
works in our lives. We really catch fire and work together for 
Christ, and the Church scores in the battle against the devil. 

The red reminds us also that men, guided by the Holy Spirit, have 
literally given their lives for Christ, like those five missionaries 
did down in Ecuador several years ago. Or like Stephen did in 
Bible times. 

But white is used so much in connection with Pentecost, that it 
has changed the name of Pentecost for many Christians. In our 
Lutheran Service Book another name given to Pentecost is Whit- 
sunday. WhiteSunday, in other words. It gets this name because 
so many people wearing white robes have been baptized or confirmed 
on this day. I guess Pentecost is still a harvest-time in the Church. 
White reminds us of purity, like nothing else does. So when we 
put on the white confirmation robes, we are saying that our lives 
will be made clean and pure by the Holy Spirit working in us. 
In a lot of homes today people have hi-fi or stereo sets for listening 
to their records. One of the big things in hi-fi or stereo is to give 
you just pure music, to cut out all the outside noises and off-shade 
tones. 

This is what the Holy Spirit does in our lives; the white of Pente- 
cost reminds us that our lives are to be hi-fi for Christ. 


(ANSWERS to test questions—All questions are true.) 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Purpose: The purpose of this topic is to tell 
what took place on the first Christian Pentecost, 
to give some of the background for this event 
in the teaching of Christ and the religious life 
of the Jewish people of that day, and to show 
the importance of Pentecost in the beginning of 
the Church and its life today. 

Participants: Four persons are required for 
presentation of this topic. 

1, The Leader, whose job will be to give the 
true-false test and to act as master of ceremonies 
for the remainder of the topic, leading the wor- 
ship and introducing other participants. 
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2. First Speaker, Miriam. Takes the part of « 
Jewish woman. It would be desirable to hav' 
this person dressed in costume. 

3. Second Speaker, Andrew. Takes the par 
of one of Jesus’ disciples. It would be desirablh 
to have this person costumed also. 

4. Third Speaker, Bill. Takes the part of 
young person just confirmed. It would be desir 
able to have this person dressed in a whit 
robe. 

Pointers to Pentecost: Scripture passage: 
John 14:15-17, 25, 26; John 16:7-14, Acts 1: 
Hymns CYH, 63-69, 262, 264, 274. 


MONEY 
MANAGEMENT 
REQUIRES 
“WON'T” 
POWER 


are you a Christian steward ? 


some questions on allowances 


fad OTHER, if I go to the movies 

with Tom on Saturday, must I 
use my allowance money?” This is just 
one of the many typical questions par- 
ents are asked by the children when they 
receive an allowance. 

First, let’s try to find out just why— 
how—and at what age—(written across 
top of blackboard) youngsters receive al- 
lowances. Most parents agree on this one 
why—an allowance or a set amount of 
money is given a child to help him 
better learn the value of it (Write “learn 
value.) But how many really do? Some 
children are given their own money as 
early as six years of age. (write “6” 
under “what age.) This is quite a young 
and difficult age to learn value of any- 
thing other than how much candy or 
how large a toy it will buy when mother 
takes him shopping. 

As a child matures, the why also takes 
on more meaning. An allowance is given 
at a later age—(write these on board 
under “why” to help stretch the family 
income and to allow the teen age child 
to help with the financial responsibilities. 


by DOROTHY SHAFFNER 
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When there isn’t an ample income to 
take care of all the extras in the home 
the teenager can share and be made to 
realize that everyone has financial prob- 
lems and responsibilities. 

Most allowances are paid on the fath- 
er’s pay day, be it weekly, every other 
week or monthly. (write these under 
“how.” The reason for this is—it helps 
the receiver count on regular payments 
and is most convenient for the parents. 
Usually allowances are given for very 
little in return. Even in families of mod- 
erate income, boys and girls are so busy 
with outside activities and worthwhile 
community projects that parents feel they 
cannot be pushed much further as far as 
tasks around the home are concerned. 
Some parents feel a regular allowance 
helps their child in choosing the better 
things in life—thinking they have a 
limited amount to spend and will do it 
wisely. However is this always the case ? 

Knowing full well that a six-year old 
and very few twelve-year olds really could 
earn the amount they are given through 
work around the house, the idea of the 
unearned allowance (write “unearned” 
under “how’’) has gained momentum. 


How old should a receiver of an al- 
lowance be? (discuss this.) A common 
thought would be—when he has matured 
enough to say ‘thank you” and displays 
it by his proper usage of the money given 
to him. 


(At this point stop to discuss the sit- 
uation of your leaguers under the three 
categories. Why do they receive allow- 
ances? Do they work for them? At what 
age did they begin to receive allowances. 
Write these answers on the board.) 


Money can never be useful to a spend- 
thrift, regardless of the amount he has 
to spend. Neither can money be useful 
to the miser, regardless of how much 
he hoards. Here money is using the per- 
son. Neither one is using it for any 
worthy purpose. (discuss money using 
the person.) 

Money can be sacred as it represents 
time spent in earning it, and what is 
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more precious than time? As Christian 
boys and girls let’s honestly face this 
question, “Who is the giver of the life: 
I now live?” 

Because God is the giver and owner 
of everything we have, life is sacred. 
Because life is sacred, your money truly 
is sacred—not just a tenth of it, but 
what is done with the remaining nine- 
tenths is as much a matter of Christian 
stewardship as our gift of one-tenth to 
the church. 

It is said that the two outstanding prob- 
lems in the American home today are 
the management of children and the man- 
agement of the family income. Many of 
the problems that arise in training chil 
dren come from the parents’ inability te 
manage their own monies. This causes 
contention between father and mother 
and will eventually rub off on the chilJ 
dren. 

One Saturday afternoon Mr. Herr gave 
his son Rickey a penny and a nickel! 
with specific instructions that the nicke: 
should go to Sunday School the next 
morning and the penny was his to spenc 
for a lollipop. Away to the store Rickey 
went. Upon his return he was eating 
an ice cream cone. Mr. Herr, quite angry} 
called ‘Rickey, what did I tell you abou: 
keeping the nickel for Sunday School?” 
His answer was, ‘I know, Daddy. I res 
membered. But I decided I wanted ar: 
ice cream cone and God could have tha 
lollipop.” Of course, Rickey knew noth: 
ing about the value of money. But ho 
often saw the small amount of money hi: 
parents gave to the church, and how lav 
ishly they spent to buy clothes, candy 
movie tickets, etc. Do you spend you: 
money wisely ? 

An allowance should not be backee 
with disciplinary measures. It must be . 
set amount that can be counted on regut 
larly by the child and never taken awa* 
because of disobedience. Also, the child 
should be allowed to spend on his own! 
If too closely supervised, the purpose o: 
an allowance is defeated. Wise spendin, 
will come only with experience. Is your 
spending mature enough that you ar’ 
allowed to buy some of your own cloth 


ing? (Discuss what leaguers use their 
allowances for.) 

Good management concerning money 
requires more ‘‘won’t” power than “‘will” 
power. A century ago there was no ad- 
vettising to entice people or to lead 
hem on in regard to spending their 
money. Today, just watch the television 
commercials for a week, urging people 
O use certain soap to smell better, eat 
certain cereal to have more pep, smoke 
certain cigarettes and never inhale nico- 
‘ine. I am sure even the miser is apt to 
be tempted by some of the catchy tunes 
ind seemingly truthful and sincere prom- 
SES. 

Are you able to take the kiddings of 
your friends and spend your money for 
things you really want, rather than hav- 
ing nothing to show for it? 

A Christian steward promises to use 
his money wisely. Money that is used 
wisely, not hoarded or thrown away, is 
the source of some of life’s greatest en- 
joyments. A sense of Christian steward- 
ship is earning, spending, saving and 
giving away Our money, will help to 


make money your servant and not your 
master. 

There are many passages in the Bible 
that refer to money and its use. (Divide 
mto groups and discuss the meaning of 
the following passages.) ; 

Genesis 44:1: Deuteronomy 14:24,25; 
2 Kings 5:15-27; 2 Kings 12:4; Psalm 
15:5; Ecclesiastes 5:9; Ecclesiastes 10:19; 
Isaiah 52:3; Matthew 17:24-27; Matthew 
25:18; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 24:28-30; 
and Acts 4:32-5:4. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Use the topic presentations and discussions as 
they appear in the topic. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


HYMN 98 “Now Thank We All Our God” 

PRAYER 21, page 365 

HYMN 96 “Let Us with Gladsome Mind” 

PSALM 103 

PRAYER 24, page 366 

HYMN 290 “‘We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

SCRIPTURE 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (to introduce the 
topic) 

PRAYER 67, page 375 

HYMN 106 “The Lord Be with Us as Each Day” 


A backwoods man appearing as a witness in a lawsuit was 
being questioned as to his educational qualifications by the plain- 


tiff’s lawyer. 


“Can you write?” asked the lawyer. 


“Nope.” 
“Can you read?” 


“Wa’al, | kind o’ read figgers pretty well, but | don’t do so 


Aa 


geod with writin’. 
“How is that?” 


“Wa‘al, take these here signs along the road. When I want to 
go somewhere | kin read how fur, but not where to.” 


Well, Buster, what are you going to give your little brother 


on his birthday?” 


. “a 
“1 dunno. | gave him the measles last year. 
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Crain Now Co Sere 


writing is a means of witnessing 


how about you? 


Ht a dozen suction cups on a mov- 
ing rod lift one sheet of clean white 
paper from the stack and push it for- 
ward into the printing press. Seconds later 
the paper slides from the press with a 
story of a missionary in India, a program 
topic for Luther Leaguers, or background 
information on a church school lesson. 

As if by magic, words are transferred 
from the printing press to the pages of 
a magazine or quarterly. But the hundreds 
and hundreds of words that go into mate- 
rials published by the Church cannot 
come from the printing press until they 
are supplied by dedicated writers. 

The people who edit and produce the 
many forms of Church literature are con- 
stantly looking for more good writers to 
provide material for them. These writers 
are needed to help the Church witness to 
the world with the message of Christi- 
anity. 

Because of its far-reaching influence, 
the printed word is one of the most im- 
portant methods of witnessing used by 
the Church. A sermon is heard usually 
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only by those who are in the church 
where it is preached when it is preached! 
But a magazine or book can be read by 
people in distant parts of the country (op 
the world) at any time. 

Let's “stop the presses’”’ a minute anc 
take a look at the kinds of printed mate: 
rial being produced by the United Lus 
theran Church and its boards and organ: 
izations. 


ULC Publication 


Since you are holding the HIGH 
IDEALS topics manual in your hand aj 
this moment, we can begin with tha 
periodicals. They are the magazine-type 
publications which are printed at regula: 
intervals—every week or every month: 
for example. 

You are probably familiar also with 
this manual’s “big brother,” Luther Life: 
Both are published, as you know, by the 
Luther League of America. 

These publications are specifically fo: 
young people. Other members of you. 
family want to keep informed on what’: 
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happening in the Church. For them (and 
you) there is the Church’s weekly news 
magazine, The Lutheran. Then too, your 
mother may receive Lutheran Woman’s 
Work and The Forezgn Missionary each 
month, while your dad looks forward to 
the next issue of Lutheran Men. If there 
is a church school teacher in your family, 
you have probably seen copies of Parish 
School. 

These magazines come in all different 
colors, shapes, and sizes. Their biggest 
similarity is that their contents are usu- 
ally divided into two classes—news and 
features. 

News stories give the facts about events 
raking place in the Church or one of its 
organizations. They tell who did what, 
ind when and where and how and why. 
Just as in the newspaper world, “‘report- 
ers’ are needed in the Church to gather 
these facts and send them to the proper 
editors. 

A feature article is a special story about 
1 subject, such as a person with an unu- 
sual hobby, or a new way of solving an 
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old problem. It gives more background 
information than the news story, and does 
not always have to be about something 
which took place recently. 

Besides news stories and feature 
articles, these magazines also include 
special departments such as book reviews 
and Bible study. 

Another type of printed matter put out 
by the Church is educational or curricu- 
lum material. This is what you study in 
any of the schools or classes conducted 
by the Church. 

Probably the first one that comes to 
your mind is the Sunday church school. 
Here the Christian Growth Series Revised 
and the Augsburg Series guide you in 
studying the weekly lesson. The church 
offers a number of opportunities for 
learning besides the Sunday church 
school. Aids for both pupil and teacher 
are provided for these other “‘schools”’ 
as well. There are the weekday church 
school series, a vacation church school 
series, and summer camping courses. 

You may have heard some talk about 
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the Long Range Program being conducted 
by the Board of Parish Education. Under 
this program new materials will be pub- 
lished for all the different kinds of church 
schools. They will be co-ordinated care- 
fully so that as much ground as possible 
can be covered without any overlapping. 

For its present program, the Board of 
Parish Education needs about 7,000 pages 
of copy a year. As the Long Range pro- 
gram goes into full swing, two or three 
times the present number of writers will 


be needed. 


Periodicals and curriculum material are 
just two of the important fields of publi- 
cation for which the Church needs 
writers. 

Another is devotional writing. The 
ULC publishes a bi-monthly devotional 
booklet, “Light for Today.’ Books of 
daily devotions are always in demand, 
especially ones written for families with 
young children. 

Publicity is another wide field in which 
the church can use a special kind of writ- 
ing talent. The ULC Department of Press, 
Radio, and Television keeps people in- 
formed about what is happening in the 
church. It releases stories to newspapers, 
conducts radio programs, prepares tele- 
vision scripts. 

Publicity on the local level is important 
too. The newspapers in your home town 
are glad to receive reports on the activities 
of your congregation, 

All these types of printed matter give 
a writer a chance to help the Church in 
its task of witnessing. People who write 
for the Church know that they are writ- 
ing for this purpose. But they also know 
that they will be using the same words 
and following the same rules as any other 
writer does. 


Rules to Remember 

If you are interested in learning to 
write for the Church some day, here are 
some things you can do now to prepare 
for it. 

Rule 1 is OBSERVE. Be awake. Be 
alert. Notice the things that are happen- 
ing around you. Watch people carefully. 
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Notice what they do and what they say. 

Rule 2 is THINK. Do some real head- 
scratching and get your mind going. De- 
velop a good imagination. Powers of: 
observation and imagination are like 
muscles: The more you exercise them, the: 
stronger they become. 


Rule 3 is READ. Read the publica- 
tions put out by your Church, but read: 
other books and magazines too. As you 
read, decide which articles interest you, 
and are well written and which ones are 
not. Try to figure out what you like about 
the good writing and what you don’t like 
about that which is not so good. 

Rule 4 is LEARN. The first part of: 
this rule is learn words, and don’t be 
afraid of the big long ones. Remember: 
though, that building a vocabulary means 
learning when and how to use new words 
as well as knowing what they mean. A’ 
five-syllable word can be as out of place 
as a formal gown on a hayride, if you 
use it only to try to impress your friendd 
in an ordinary conversation. 

The second part of this rule is learm 
the rules of the game. Believe it or nots 
some of the most important rules in the 
game of writing are the ones you learm 
in your daily English class at school! 
Punctuation and grammar may not be ex: 
citing, but they are as much a part Ob 
writing as the head-scratching or creative 
thinking business. 

The third part of the rule is learn as 
much as you can about everything you 
can. If you want to write for the Church: 
it will seem natural to learn all you car. 
about what your Church believes ane 
stands for. Other knowledge will be jus: 
as valuable. The Church wants writer: 
who know about such things as rocket! 
to the moon and who are well-informec 
about the world they live in. 


Start Now 


The most important rule of all i 
WRITE. Don’t let your friends whe 
plan to be musicians some day get aheaa 
of you in practicing for what they wan: 
to be. You can begin right now to write 
about the things you do and know ane 
see around you. 


Write letters to please your friends. 
Write for fun to please yourself. Write 
for your school paper. Send contributions 
to young people's magazines. Even if you 
don’t get into print the first time—or even 
the second or third—you have had the 
fun of trying. You will also be gaining 
experience in writing. 

We've taken a look at some of the 
many ways in which the Church can use 
the services and talent of a writer, and 
we have considered ways a young person 
can begin preparing to write for the 
Church. 

Mets start the presses again. The 
Church is hoping there will be more and 
more good writers to keep those presses 
going. One of them may be you. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


The purpose of this topic is to acquaint 
leaguers with the wide variety of Church-pub- 
lished materials for which writers are needed, 
and to suggest steps of preparation for those 
who will some day be interested in writing for 


he Church. 


This would be a good opportunity to gather 
nd display all the materials mentioned in this 
rticle, plus others that you may think of. Col- 
ect samples of these publications beforehand 


nd ask leaguers to give a short description of 
ach one. Information could include for whom, 
y whom, and how often the material is pub- 
ished, what is its purpose, what does it contain. 
me of the publications give you information 
bout the writers. What can you find out about 
hem? 


DISCUSSION 


In what ways is writing for the Church differ- 
ent from all other writing? In what ways is it 
the same? What articles or stories have you read 
in recent church publications which you liked 
especially well? Why did you like them? Can 
you think of other ways besides the ones sug- 
gested in the article in which young people can 
prepare to write for the Church? 


FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES 


If your congregation does not already have 
a parish newspaper, perhaps your pastor would 
be glad to let you help him start one. Assign 
members of your league as reporters to cover 
church organizations and departments of the 
church school. 

Does news of important happenings in your 
Luther League always reach your  synodical 
Luther League newspaper? If not, perhaps you 
could appoint one of your members to serve as 
a correspondent or reporter. These events should 
also be reported to your synod’s Luther Life cor- 
respondent. Remember to include as many of the 
necessary facts as possible in your reports. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 

HYMN 240 “Now in the Days of Youth” 

PRAYER 70, page 376 CYH 

PSALM 24 (Gloria Patri) 

POEM (read to music) Hymn 253 ‘Saviour! 
Thy Dying Love” 

HYMN 226 “In Glad Obedience to Thy Call’’ 

SCRIPTURE Luke 12:16-31 


HYMN 242 “Give of Your Best to the Master’ 
BENEDICTUS, page 358 

PRAYER 63, page 375 

HYMN 249 “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 


Mother—Did you eat those tarts | had in the pantry? 


Jack—I didn’t touch one. 


Mother—Weli, there is only one left. 
Jack—tThat’s the one | didn’t touch. 


ww 


Policeman 


Where are you going in such a hurry?” 


Student—"I just bought a new textbook and I am trying to 
get to class before it goes out of date.” 
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DOES THE STORK BRING PASTORS ? 


HAT a paradox it is that when 
success knocks at the front door of 
a cause, failure is usually pounding at 
the back door. This is the very real pre- 
dicament of the Protestant ministry today. 
God has always needed more and better 
men to stand and speak and serve and 
live for him. Yet only in today’s world 
do we see the time when a truly great 
number can be set aside by society, their 
work financed, sustained and expressed. 
We live in a world willing and able to 
undergird its ministers. We live in a 
world where truly capable and dedicated 
young persons are eagerly sought to be 
spokesmen for God. 
But the enigma of the situation is that 
precisely at this time of greatest oppor- 
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a study of the need for more pastor 


by JAY R. CALHOUN 


tunity the Protestant churches are facinr 
one of their greatest crises in leadership 
The ministry is at stake! 

One Protestant communion recentt 
surveyed its entire ministerial needs am 
found that it would take 1,000 ministes 
in addition to the present supply to giv 
their existing churches the services tha 
desire and are able to support. In addi 
tion to the 1,000 needed to “take up tk 
slack” it is estimated that it will take — 
least 525 each year for the next tw 
decades to supply the needs for replacy 
ments of those removed from the rani 
by death, retirement or other cause (33 
annually) and to give leadership to tk 
new churches which need to be start 
each year until 1975 (200 annually 


This is to say nothing of those needed 
tO serve as associates, directors of re- 
ligious education, staff members of agen- 
cies, editors and missionaries. 


The above statistics are not unusual. 
They are a normal or even above average 
situation for a Protestant denomination 
in America. The ministry is at stake! 

However, there are over 58 million 
Protestants. Surely from all these we 
should not have difficulty enlisting and 
selecting qualified candidates for our 
pulpits and administrative leadership. 


Where do ministers come from? Some 
people seem to think the stork brings 
them. There are churches that have been 
served by a score of ministers who have 
not in a century produced a single candi- 
date for the ministry. 

Unfortunately, there are also further 
impediments. In the subtle structures 
through which vocational decisions are 
made in America today the ministries are 
not full-fledged, legitimate options. The 
same avenues of choice are not open to 
e youth when he attempts to consider 
intelligently the ministry as a possible 
life-work. In the tax-supported institution 
f higher education, what does the poten- 
tial minister see? He has friends in ‘‘Pre- 
law” or ‘‘Pre-medics.”” They are in recog- 
uized departments of the university with 
tofessional standing with well-trained 
d equipped counselors to guide them 
in their consideration and preparation. 

Suppose he should have a fleeting 
hought about the ministry? It is not 
ymbolized on the campus. It has no 
tatus, official or unofficial. Even within 
he general vocational guidance offices he 
s most unlikely to find anyone prepared 
o give him information concerning the 
ost ancient and venerable learned pro- 
ession in the country, the ministry. He 
as at his disposal peripheral symbols 
nd services. 

There are the churches at the edge of 
he campus, the various denominational 
oundations, and a scattering of pastors 
ith whom he may be acquainted. But 
one of these can approximate the status 
nd attraction implicit in the structured 
nd recognized vocational avenues on the 


Reprinted with permission from Janu- 


ary 1957 issue of International Journal 
of Religious Education, page 18. 


campus. The academic structures of the 
state universities, where the majority of 
our students are, would intimate that. The 
ministry is made to seem a second-rate 
choice for first-class men today. 

In a recent statistical analysis of semi- 
nary students Dr. Harlie L. Smith of the 
Disciples of Christ found that the strong- 
est factors influencing men toward or 
away from the ministry could be ranked 
in the following order: the local minister, 
the mother, the young people’s confer- 
ence, other ministers, father, and local 
youth groups. The minister is the key 
person in the enlistment of young men 
into the ministry. Certainly we should 
not be surprised. The ministry is at stake 
and only the minister can save it. He 
is the symbol of the church and its mes- 
sage, significant or insignificant, good 
or bad. He is the door to Prctestant 
church vocations. It is up to him whether 
it will be an open door. 


It would be a mistake, however, to 
think that the role of the pastor in re- 
cruiting youth for the ministries can be 
fulfilled by preaching sermons on enlist- 
ment or even by preaching at all. This 
is a significant part of the appeal but 
by no means all. The average American 
teen-ager has little or no idea what the 
work of a minister is like. About all he 
knows is that the minister preaches on 
Sunday morning, calls on the sick, and 
occasionally goes to committee meetings. 
No wonder we face a shortage if young 
people have so shallow a concept of what 
it is to be a man ordained of God to do 
his work. The minister must know his 
youth, and help them to know the great 
variety of ways in which he seeks to be 
a servant to men. 

If a pastor deeply respects his calling, 
has a real sense of significance in his 
work, he will unconsciously convey these 
attitudes to youth. The strongest appeal 
known for the ministry is a competent 
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minister, dedicated to his work and find- 
ing a joy in his work, who will take the 
time to know his young associates and 
counsel with them concerning a Christian 
vocation. 

The church can make no apology in 
asking for the best of the nation’s young 
men for this ministry. Only the strongest 
will be able to stand; only the most dedi- 
cated will be found worthy. The strong- 
est, the most intelligent, the most firmly 
dedicated—this is the only basis upon 
which a church body should seek its 


ministry. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


You may decide to divide the boys and girls 
and present the topic “These Women Witness,” 
page 40 to the girls on the same evening you 
use this topic for the boys. But it is wise for 
both to know the opportunities the Church of- 
fers for witnessing. 


Prior to the presentation of this topic make a 
search into your church records. Have any of 
the young people of your church ever become 
pastors, missionaries, women workers for the 
Church? In turn, how many pastors have served 
your church? How many parish workers or dea- 
conesses? 


You might begin by acting out a day (or part 
of a day) in the life of a minister. You might 
use some socio-drama also. 


If there is a young person from your church 
who is preparing for the ministry ask him to 
speak—what helped him make his decision, etc. 

As you present the topic write the startling 
figures from paragraph four on the blackboard. 
Later discuss how each factor affects the choice 
of the ministry as a vocation; local minister, the 
mother, the young people’s conference, other 
ministers, father, and local youth groups. 


Write to your local seminary for fliers or pam- | 
phlets to hand out. 


DISCUSSION 

What are the drawbacks? Are they important? ’ 
What can we do about them? What are the pas-. 
tor’s duties? (Ask him to supply you with any} 
you miss.) Why must the Church ask for the best; 
of the nation’s young people to serve in the: 
ministry? What is the training required for thes 
ministry? For a missionary? Discuss other fields: 
within the Church that pastors may enter besides: 
the ministry: directors of religious education, 
editors, missionaries, chaplains, staff members 
of agencies, etc. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


If you use the Service for Personal Rededica~ 
tion on page 329 you may use the hymns sug4 
gested in the following service. Otherwise, make 
up your own service or follow this service. 

HYMN 195 “O Master, Let Me Walk witk 
Thee” 

PRAYER 65, page 375 

HYMN 196 “Jesus, My Lord, My God, My AIl’! 

APOSTLES’ CREED, page 342 

PSALM 63 

HYMN 146 “Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured” ’ 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:14-30 

TOPIC 


HYMN 217 “Teach Me My God and King” 
GUIDED PRAYER THOUGHTS 
—thanks for salvation 


—God’s blessing on work of Church in oui 
nation 


—God’s blessing of work in the world 
—Call more to fill the need 
—Spirit to guide me in my life’s decision 
HYMN 219 “The Son of God Goes Forth t 
War” 
SILENT PRAYER 


The music teacher was proudly presenting her pupils in a 
recital. After the extended musical program, ice cream, cake, and 


fruit were served. One of the young musicians had brought her 


little brother along as a guest. 


As the youngster was taking his departure, the teacher asked, 
“Well, Jimmie, did you enjoy the recital?” 


“| sure did,” Jimmie replied, “that is, all but the music.” 
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suggestions for variety 


in your Summer dating 


sy JOAN SABO 


Need A Brain Storm for Summer Dating? 


OMEWHERE along the way someone 

has failed to tell you boys the facts 
of life as far as what girls like is con- 
cerned. Where you get some of your 
ideas is more than we can figure out!! 


We knock ourselves out with creating 
new hair styles, trying out different make- 
up, and wearing the latest fad, all so 
that you will notice us and maybe ask 
us out the next time you get the chance. 
And what kind of excuses do you make 
up for not taking us out. You don’t have 
the money! 

Who on earth ever told you that a 
girl carries an adding machine around 
to figure out how much you're spending 
on her? Just in case you think she does, 
let us settle this once and for all. Most 
girls care more about just going out than 
they do about the amount of money that 
you spend on them. If we girls have to 
wait around this summer for some rich 
boy to take us out we'll miss plenty of 
fun that we could be having with you. 

We know you can't afford to take us 
to shows and then out to eat very often, 
so why not think up something we can 
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do that won't put you in debt for the 
next few weeks. Lets get some new ideas 
for summer dating. 

Here are some things that won't cost 
too much and that will be lots of fun: 


1. Wiener roast in the park. Double 
date or invite several couples. Have each 
person bring his own food—or share the 
expenses. 


2. Many communities have Fourth of 
July or Labor Day picnics. Take your best 
gal to the picnic. There will be such ac- 
tivities as square dancing, fireworks, band 
concerts, games, and contests. 


3. Record party in someone's home. 
Light refreshments would be the only 
expense. 


4, Swimming or skating party. It’s 
more fun to go with the gang. 


5. Boating or horseback riding. If you 
live along a lake or have a farm, you 
may have it “made.” Otherwise, you may 
have to dig rather deep into that allow- 
ance. Here again, you can make it dutch 
treat. 


6. She might like to help you buy some 
gift that you have to get—mother’s birth- 
day, an anniversary, etc. The shopping 
trip and a coke or lunch would be some- 


thing pretty special. 


7. Girls are funny. They even enjoy 
things such as museums or art exhibits 
when someone they like takes them. How 
about an afternoon at the zoo. You two 
(if you are responsible young people) 
would enjoy taking little brother along. 
He’ll be a show in himself as he sees 
some of the animals for the first time. 


8. By this time, if she’s smart (and if 
you've been dishing out all the dough) 
the girl will ask you over to her house 
to make fudge or popcorn or watch TV! 


9. Laugh if you want to, but your girl 
might enjoy going fishing with you. 


10. If the gang likes walking, hows 
about a hike? 


11. Or if you're lazy, a bicycle hike 


12. There are various sports in whick 
you can participate in your own back; 
yard or in community areas—croquet) 
tennis, badminton, etc. 


13. Your neighborhood playgrouna 
plans activities for young people. They 
may be open evenings for your age 
group. There may be such things as talen: 
shows, contests, dancing. Or there ara 
the usual games in which you can join— 
horseshoes, shuffleboard, softball. 


14. Over holidays and all during th: 
summer there are all kinds of parades te 


PICNIC 
GROUNDS 


a) 


MAMA TIN GE LIA MAM to ts Can Mint NMG foo Moa p hogs cone. 


“Didn't anybody bring food?” 
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which you can take that gal you've been 
dying to ask for a date. 


15. Most cities sponsor free concerts 
of some type. Car fare may be your only 
expense. If you will have to sit on the 
ground, take along a blanket (or spread 
out your coat like Sir Walter Raleigh). 


16. If you live near some large water 
area you may be able to take in a water 
show. They are usually free. All you 
need to provide is a blanket to sit on—or 
folding chairs—and a bag of peanuts to 
chew on. 


17. Church or Luther League dates can 
be something special. Just remember you 
are there for worship and study. Don’t 
be so moon-struck you forget why you 
ate there. Associate with other people 
who are at league meetings. Don’t keep 
to yourselves. 


18. Perhaps you can attend a one-day 
Luther League rally together. The sug- 
gestions in 17 hold true here also. 


19. How about an afternoon on the 
back porch working on your favorite hob- 
bies. Buy number paintings, work on 
your stamp collection. Perhaps you both 
like photography. 


20. Why not get in some summer 
studying? It’s good to brush up on some 
of those subjects before the fall term. 
Algebra and Latin are subjects you can 
study together. 


21. Visit some shut-ins together. It 
doesn’t sound exciting but you will find 
you can have loads of fun doing this. 
You may visit an elderly relative or some- 
one from the church. Perhaps your first 
‘grade teacher (if she’s a shut in by now). 


Anyway, fellas, the idea is, don’t limit 
jyourselves. You can have lots more fun 
doing things together than you can sit- 
iting for a couple of hours in a show— 
jand it won’t cost as much! Try it! 


One last word about how to get there. 
We know that you can’t get a car very 
easily whenever you want one. But don’t 
let that stop you. Just let the girl know 
that you would have to walk, and you'll 
be amazed at how little it matters. If 
you find a girl who won’t have you with- 
out your dad’s car, chances are that you 
wouldn’t like her anyway. She’s not in 
your crowd. If you really have to have a 
car for the occasion, try doubling with 
someone who can get transportation. 


Don’t forget, it’s not the money, or 
the show, or whether we walk or not. 
It’s the good time that we have with 
you that counts. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Introduce topic with opening paragraphs. 
Hand out mimeographed lists of the suggestions. 
Discuss each one and its possibilities in your 
locality. Jot down further suggestions on the 


blackboard. 


If some of your leaguers are ‘first daters’”’ 
you will find it helpful to discuss manners, such 
as: how to ask for a date; how to suggest a 


dutch treat (make sure leaguers understand 


this term); don’t talk during musical numbers 
at concerts; how to act on a church date; etc. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 
HYMN 103 “Hosanna to the Living Lord” 
PSALM 148, page 357 CYH 


HYMN 179 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


SENTENCE PRAYERS 
HYMN 178 “All Beautiful the March of Days” 


PRAYER 47, page 371 


HYMN 284 “I Would Be True” 


DISCUSSION 


(These suggestions are given only in case you 
need more material after you have discussed 
summer dating.) What is the purpose(s) of 
dating? Should we go steady at our age? Is it 
ever proper for the girl to ask for a date? 
How much should you tell your parents about 
your dates? What can you talk about on dates? 
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Ilale Sle 
WOMEN 
WITNESS 


how are deaconess training schools 


prepare women for lay work 


by GLADYS THUMHART/ 


READER 1: We were asked to define LUTHERAN DEACONESS TRAINING 
SCHOOL. Can you tell me what it is? 

READER 2: The Lutheran Deaconess Training School is the school where our Unitee 
Lutheran Church trains its women workers. There are two schools. One i 
located in Baltimore and the other in Philadelphia. 

READER 1: Our deaconesses are trained there but so, also, are many lay workers. 

READER 2: You mean the school trains other workers besides Lutheran deaconesses § 

READER 1: Yes. The school also trains girls to be social workers, nurses, churcl: 
secretaries, parish workers, and even pastor's wives. We are particularly inter 
ested in the training for the last three—parish workers, church secretaries, ana 
pastor's wives. 

READER 2: Let's watch these women at work. 
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(SCENE ONE: See notes on Scene One at end of the article.) 


READER 1: I would say a church secretary would be one who would take care of 
all the office work in the church. That probably would include such things as 
getting church mailings ready, keeping track of money given for current offer- 
ings and benevolence each week, and writing letters for the pastor. Also, a 
big part of her work would be answering the phone for the many calls that 
come to the church office. But can’t anyone do this? Why have a special course 
at the Deaconess School for church secretaries ? 

READER 2: Yes, anyone who knows how to type and keep records probably could 
do it—but not without many questions and even unhappy experiences as she 
learns just what to do. A girl who has gone to the Deaconess School for a 
year learns that being a church secretary is more than just answering the phone 
and keeping the church records. 

READER 1: I don’t quite understand. 

READER 2: Let’s ask the secretary and see what she has to say. 

SECRETARY: I’m glad you asked. Just this morning a teacher called and asked me 

| where to find a certain reference in the Bible. We studied the Bible at the 

| Deaconess Training School and I can answer these questions. Many times, of 
course, I don’t know the exact chapter and verse but I know the approximate 
location. Other questions arise on where these Bible places were or what refer- 

ence books I can suggest for further study. People expect the church secretary 
to know these things and if she’s had no training, she can’t give the assistance 
| she should. 

READER 2: And what about the Sunday School teacher who came into the office 
while I was there yesterday ? 

SECRETARY: Thank goodness for my training again! That teacher was having a 
discipline problem in her Sunday School class. In other words, she just couldn’t 
make the children sit still and listen. While at the Deaconess School I taught 
a class of little children, so I knew what she was facing. We also had classes 
at the school where we discussed this problem of discipline. So, I was able to 
help her. This goes on every day. They think I am an authority on many things 
and they expect me to have an answer for them. By the way, I’ve had to step 
in and substitute in catechetical class when the pastor was sick. Some secretaries 
teach catechetical class regularly—or supervise weekday church school. 

READER 1: I’m beginning to see how helpful the training at the Deaconess School 
is for a church secretary. I also see what you mean when you said that a secre- 
tary does more than answer the phone and keep the church records. But, what 
about the parish worker? Let’s find out something about her training and 

| her work. 


QUIZ 


(Each leaguer should write out his answers to the quiz, keep his own paper and 
see if he can find the answers during the topic. At the close of the topic the quiz will 
be given again. 

What is the LUTHERAN DEACONESS TRAINING SCHOOL? 
Name the two cities where the two schools are located? 

Define Parish Worker. 

List three duties of a Parish Worker. 

Define Church Secretary 

List three duties of a Church Secretary. 

What type of church work might a Pastor's Wife do? 

Can you name a Parish Worker, Church Secretary, or Pastor's 
Wife who has trained at the Lutheran Deaconess Training School? 


ile 
2 
3. 
4. 
Ds 
6. 
The 
8. 
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(SCENE TWO: See notes at end of article on Scene Two.) 


READER 2: Does this give you an idea of what a parish worker does? 

READER 1: Well, I would imagine that she would be an assistant to the pastor, but) 
I could only guess what her work would be. Would she do some calling on: 
the sick and, perhaps, as in the scene, help in the Sunday School ? 

READER 2: You're right. But to find out more, let's ask the parish worker to tell us: 
about her work. Perhaps some of the folks with her will tell us somethings 
about their parish worker. 

ParisH WorKER: I should begin by explaining that these folks with me are teachers: 
in the primary department of the Sunday church school. Every month we get 
together to go over the next month’s lesson materials. It is my duty to go over 
the material before the meeting and suggest interesting ways of using it witht 
the children in the classes—methods, handwork, special aims, projects and 
additional resources. 

READER 2: Did you go to the Deaconess School for your training ? 

PARISH WorKER: Yes. And I’m so happy I did. At the school I learned how to 
prepare interesting lessons. Now I can help my teachers in the preparation, 
At school we discussed how best to answer questions of teachers on how ta 
tell small children about the Crucifixion, how to make a manger from paper 
when teaching about the Baby Jesus, and how to handle Johnny when he doesn’t 
want to listen to the story or do what the other children are doing during the 
Sunday school hour. 

READER 2: Perhaps some of your teachers can tell us some of the other duties of a 
parish worker. 

TEACHER 1: One of her duties, in addition to helping us with our lesson material! 
is to call on the children who are sick or children who have been absent from 
Sunday school for many weeks. 

TEACHER 2: When I was in the hospital last month, our parish worker came te 
visit me. So one of her duties is to help the pastor with the calling. 

TEACHER 3: My teen-age daughters are in the Luther League and they adore ous 
parish worker who is their advisor. 

TEACHER 1: Last Lenten season our parish worker prepared family devotional book: 
lets for everyone to use in their own homes. 

TEACHER 2: She also helps with the Women of the Church meetings. We just or 
ganized and she was right on the ball with suggestions. 

TEACHER 3: Our parish worker always makes the advance plans for vacation churck 
school. 

READER 1: The parish worker is a busy person. I can see how she needs the training 
she gets at the Deaconess School if she is to work with all age groups anc 
plan all types of programs from devotional books to vacation church schools 


: Ae : nes 
Now, wasn’t there another person on our list who gets beneficial training a 
the Deaconess School ? 


(SCENE THREE: See notes at end of article.) 


READER 1: It sounds as though the pastor's wife is spending the evening by hersel. 
while her husband is out calling. 


READER 2: Let's ask her if she often spends evenings by herself. 


Pastor's WiFE: This is nothing new for me. As pastor of this church, my husban: 
is often called out at the last minute. Tonight it was an auto accident in whicl 
one of our members was badly hurt. Tomorrow night it might be someon: 
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with a problem who wants to talk to the pastor. Then, of course, there are the 
many meetings which the pastor must attend. His evenings at home with the 
family sometimes are few and far between. 

READER 2: In our topic tonight we have been trying to show how training at the 
Deaconess School is helpful for church secretaries and parish workers. Would 
you say this training is helpful for a pastor's wife also? 

Pastor’s WIFE: Yes. It has helped me realize just what to expect in a busy church 
like ours which requires more and more of the pastor's time. Before I went to 
the Deaconess School I never thought much about the many things the pastor 
had to do during a week’s time. And it sure has helped me be a little more 
thoughtful when my husband is suddenly called out after we had planned to 
spend the evening together. 

READER 1: Do you ever get a chance to use any of the training you received at the 
school ? 

Pastor’s WIFE: Almost every day. I am teaching a Sunday school class now and I 
often help out with suggestions when the other teachers come to me or when 
we have our teacher's meetings. I never know when I am going to use it. For 
instance, one night when the church council was meeting at the parsonage, I 
was called upon for some suggestions on church school equipment. They knew 
I had studied that particular subject in my training. 


(The three workers come to center, between readers, for final presentation.) 


SECRETARY: Let us give you some idea of how the school has helped us generally. 

PARISH WORKER: Our training was very, very practical. Everything we read in books 
we got to try out for ourselves. We had to practice everything and then evaluate it. 

SECRETARY: I think this gave us courage to do our work in the parish more effectively. 
For instance, after one demonstrates how to teach a song in front of one’s own 
classmates (who pretend they are inquisitive pre-schoolers) one can go out and 
face any class of children or any group of learning teachers. 

Pastor’s WIFE: I believe all of us in our particular field of witness has been called 
upon to counsel someone—a teen-ager, a woman who is seeking a divorce, a 
man who has just lost his wife. Because we have studied the beliefs of our 
Church and had practical training in various types of counseling, we are better 
able to do an effective job here. 

ParisH WorKER: I wouldn’t doubt that the three of us would say one of the most 
beneficial things at the Lutheran Deaconess Training School was the spiritual 
fellowship. Through our private devotions and our group devotions, we grew 
in our Christian living. This is of great value when out working. We can’t get 
along on our own steam. We know God is the source of our daily strength. 

READER 1: It certainly is very clear to me that the three church workers we met 
tonight learned a great deal from their training at the Lutheran Deaconess 
Training School. I must admit, I don’t know too much about the school. Is 
there somewhere we could send for information about the training for parish 
workers, church secretaries or pastor's workers, church secretaries or pastor's 
wives ? 

READER 2: Yes, if you think you might be interested in this type of work write to 
Lutheran Deaconess Training School, 6901 N. Charles Street, Baltimore 4, 
Maryland. 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Purpose: To describe the work of a parish worker, church secretary and pastor's 
wife and to show how training at the Lutheran Deaconess Training School can help 
these church workers do a better job. 


HIGH IDEALS e 43 


There should be two readers at either side of the room. Try to have the three 
scenes set up ahead of time in various parts of the room so that the characters need 
only quietly take their places and leave at the proper times. Choose the people for 
the scene parts early enough so they will become acquainted with their lines. 


SCENE NOTES 

I—CHURCH SECRETARY SCENE: secretary is seated behind a desk. She is sur- 
rounded with office machines, papers, files, etc. (If you don’t have these props, use 
boxes with placards reading “mimeograph,” ‘‘addressograph,” etc.) The secretary is 
on the phone as the scene begins. ‘I’m sorry Mrs. Brown, but the Luther League uses 
that room for their meetings each week. How would the junior classroom be for your 
women’s group? .. . Fine. I’ll mark you down for that day on the activity calendar. 
Goodbye.” From here the reader takes over as the secretary continues (silently) to 
work with office files, answer phone, etc. 


Character: Church Secretary 


Materials: phone, small card file, desk, chair, typewriter, papers, etc. to create 
an office atmosphere. 


II—PARISH WORKER SCENE: The parish worker is seated in a room with a num- 


ber of Sunday church school teachers. The group begins with the parish worker saying, 
"Tonight we are discussing a series of Old Testament lessons for the next quarter.” 
From here the reader takes over as the parish worker continues (silently) to show 
and instruct the teachers on the new materials. 


Characters: Parish Worker; at least three teachers (fellows or girls). 


Materials: Primary lesson quarter books, large flip-over chart with quarter aims 
listed) (or use large sheet of paper tacked on the bulletin board), small handwork 
objects to be shown and passed around, and anything to create a classroom scene. 


III—PASTOR’S WIFE SCENE: Pastor’s Wife is talking on the phone as scene 


opens. “Il don’t know just what time to expect him but I'll give him your message 
as soon as he comes in. . . . Thank you! Goodbye.’ She returns to chair to read. 
From here the reader continues while the pastor’s wife continues (silently) to read, 
sew, or answer the phone, etc. 


Character: Pastor's Wife 
Materials: phone, comfortable chair, lamp, book, and anything to create a home 
atmosphere. 
WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


With the new Service Book and Hymnal in use in many churches, now would 
be a good time for the leaguers to use its contents. You may want to use one of 
the Suffrages—The General Suffrages, page 153, or The Evening Suffrages, page 155. 


Suggested hymns might be ‘“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”, p. 537; “Lord, 
Speak to Me,” p. 538; ‘‘O Christians, Leagued Together,” p. 567. Suggested prayers 
might be stanzas one and six of “We Give Thee but Thine Own”, p. 544; numbers 68, 
69 or 117 from the section of Prayers and Collects beginning on page 218. 


IEE 


A teacher struggled to put a pair of overshoes on a kinder- 
garten boy. After they were on he said, “I know why they went 
on so hard. They’re not mine.” 

The tired teacher pulled and tugged to get them off again. 


Then the little boy said, “My mamma made me wear them. They 
belong to my sister.” 


Ds 
ae 
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a worship service 


Che Life of the Galilean 


HYMN 322 “O Jesus, Thou Art Standing” (congregation ) 
READER: (Isaiah 9:6) 
HyMN 1 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1 


Mary: 

Little Child, Little Child, Thy silken head lying 
Between my breasts, 

Thou art the Promise to the broken reed of Israel. 

My body cradled Thee, my heart sung o’er Thee, 

Under the solemn witness stars alone I bore Thee— 

Oh, what is this that I should be the nursing mother 
Of my God! 

Little Son, Little Son, I hear the cold winds crying 
Around a tree, 

And Thou and I, we twain carry a gruesome load; 

Shut Thy sad eyes, Thy mother’s kisses falling 

Shall hush to Thee the piteous dead voices calling— 

O, what is this that I shall pluck the nails from these sweet hands 
And baby feet! 

Little Child, Little Child, 

Thy naked limbs lie warm upon my heart. 

Breath to breath we sleep, the clamoring world afar— 

Thou and I, we twain under a keeping star— 

Oh, what is this that Thou art Son and Saviour, 
My Little Child! (Louise Goldberg) 
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Hymn 530 “Silent Night! Holy Night!" stanza 1 
READER: (Luke 2:13-14) 
HyMN 25 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” stanza 1 
READER: (Luke 2:25-28) 
SoLo: Nunc Dimittis, page 44 
READER: (Luke 2:52) He had a brother, Joses, and Gee 
SECOND READER: 
Joses, the brother of Jesus, plodded from day to day, 
With never a vision within him to glorify his clay; 
Joses, the brother of Jesus, was one with the heavy lod" 
But Christ was the soul of rapture, and soared like a lark with God. 
Joses, the brother of Jesus, was only a worker in wood, 
And he never could see the glory that Jesus, his brother, could. 
“Why stays he not in the workshop?’ he often used to complain 
“Sawing the cedars of Lebanon, imparting to woods their stain ? 
Why must he thus go roaming, forsaking my father’s trade, 
While hammers are busily sounding and there is gain to be made?” 
Thus ran the man of Joses apt with the plummet and rule, 
And deeming whoever surpassed him either a knave or a fool. 
For he never walked with the angels in God's great garden of bliss, 
And of all the mistakes of the ages, the saddest, methinks, is this: 
To have such a brother as Jesus, to live with day by day, 
Yet never to catch the vision that glorified his clay. 
HyMN 137 “Where High the Heavenly Temple Stands” stanza 1 
READER: (Luke 3:16) 
HyMN 343 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” stanza 5 
READER: (Luke 4:1-2a) 
HYMN 82 “Savior, When in Dust to Thee’ stanza 2 
RECITATION: 
I think when I read that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men, 
How he called little children as lambs to his fold, 
I should like to have been with them then. 
I wish that His hands had been placed on my head. 
That His arm had been thrown around me, 
And that I might have seen His kind look when He said: 
“Let the little ones come unto me.” 
READER: (Luke 13:22) 
RECITATION: (Hymn 235 "Where Cross the Crowded Ways” stanzas Ube Poke) 
READER: (Matthew 11:22-39) 
Durr: (Hymn 365 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say’’) 
READER: (Luke 22:14-21) 
RECITATION: (Hymn 191 “According to Thy Gracious Word’’) 
READER: (Luke 19:35-38) 
HYMN 546 “When His Salvation Bringing to Zion” stanza 1 
READER: (Luke 9:22) 
HYMN 88 “Ride On, Ride On” stanza 3 
say tied He came out and went as He was wont to the Mount of 
RECITATION: 


Into the woods my Master went, clean forspent, forspent. 
Into the woods my Master came, forspent with love and shame 
But the olives they were not blind to him , 
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The little gray leaves were kind to him, 


The thorn tree had a mind to him 


When into the woods he came. 


Out of the woods my Master went, and he was well content, 

Out of the woods my Master came, content, with death and shame. 
When death and shame would woo him last, 

Twas from under a tree they drew Him last, 


Twas on a tree they slew Him last 
When out of the woods He came. 


READER: (Luke 22:39-45) 


SOLO: (Hymn 93 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” stanza 1) 


READER: (Mark 15:17-20) 


SOLO: (Hymn 93 "'Go to Dark Gethsemane” stanza 2) 


READER: (Luke 25:33) 


SOLO: (Hymn 93 “'Go to Dark Gethsemane’”’ stanza 3) 


READER: (Luke 23:39-44) 


HYMN 77 “There Is a Fountain” stanza 2 


READER: (Luke 23:46,50-54; 24:1-5) 


HYMN 111 “Christ, the Lord Is Risen Today” stanza 1 


READER: (Acts 1:9) 


HYMN 120 “See the Conqueror’’ stanza 4 


READER: (Acts 2:1-4) 


SOLO: (Hymn 143 “Come, Holy Ghost, in Love’’ stanza 1) 


READER: (Isaiah 53:3-10) 


The reader gets the offering plates and two (or four) leaguers dressed 
in white come to the front. The organist plays 544 “There Is a Green 
Hill Far Away.” The reader receives the plates, turns toward the altar 


and recites: 


The Carpenter of Galilee goes down the street again. 
In every age, in every clime, He still is building men. 


On any eve we hear Him knock. 


He goes from door to door. Is anybody out of work? 


The Carpenter needs more. 


HyMn 361 “O Saviour, Blessed Saviour” (congregation ) 


BENEDICTION 


PRESENTATION POINTERS 


Candlelight is used for this service. You may 
turn on the lights for the singing of the first and 
last hymns because the congregation joins in 
on these. Use a goose neck light by the piano 
so there will be no reflection. Flashlights are 
permissible if candlelight is too flickering or dim. 

All those who take part in the service (with 
the exception of the reader) should be seated in 
the front—in the choir loft if there is room. 
Nothing is announced. Each participant should 
have an outline of the service so he can come 
in promptly. Participants should remain seated 
to read. It is important that they read loudly, 
learly, and with meaning. 

The reader will find a choir robe fitting attire 
for the service. He should stand to the side of the 


platform—or chancel—at a reading desk. He or 
she may be hidden if a voice effect only is 
desired. 


Hymn numbers are from the Common Service 
Book. Announce to the congregation before the 
service starts that the two hymns which the con-_ 
gregation sings are written on the hymn board 
(or blackboard). These will be sung unannounced 
at the beginning and end of the service. 

Use the hymn tunes found in the Common 
Service Book. Do not substitute tunes. The choir 
will be more effective if it swings into the spirit 
of the hymns, singing softly, joyfully, mourn- 
fully, etc. Be sure the correct stanzas are sung. 
Just a chord should be struck before each musi- 
cal number so that it may seem to flow into 
the rest of the service. 
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Echoes 


APRIL 

1. The Lenten Season is over. It’s 
party time again. Begin April with a 
bang-up April Fool’s Day Party. 

2. Everyone’s thoughts are turning to 
spring. Prepare a spring mural for a wall 
of the social room. 

3. With the coming of spring comes 
the urge to be outside and traveling. Plan 
a trip to the nearest seminary, to one 
of the two deaconess schools, or a 
Lutheran college. Make your travel plans 
ahead of time. You may fit several into 
a week-end excursion. 

4. If you are located near Philadelphia 
or New York you may plan a visit to the 
church offices. 

5. If you can’t make it to a church 
office, take an excursion to one of the 
ULCA’s book stores. Don’t forget to take 
extra money along because you'll see 
some things you will want to buy. 

6. April brings spring housecleaning 
time. Your church needs a spring house- 
cleaning too. Your janitor will be glad 
for any help you can give. 

7. Have an April Showers party. Plan 
a shower for someone. It could be a 
shower for an  institutton—such as a 
mental institution. (Be sure to check with 
the institution as to what you could in- 
clude in your shower. You may want 
to have a party or a worship service at 
the institution. 

8. Have a surprise shower for some- 
one in your church—the janitor, the or- 
ganist, someone who has taught many 
years, 

MAY 

1. One of the lovely traditions of May 
is the giving of May baskets. Why not 
carry out this tradition this year with 
the shut-ins and invalids of your congre- 
gation. Plan to make the baskets and 
distribute them on May 1. Use flowers 
from your gardens, buy inexpensive ones 
(let the florist know your purpose), or 
make some artificial ones perfumed. Make 
small baskets or simple corsages. 
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2. Attend church in a group. Desig: 
nate a spot to meet. 

3. Throw a banquet to honor you. 
mothers. It does not need to be a rea: 
fancy affair. 

4. In connection with Mother's Day 
plan a family get together—a picnic, ; 
social, a worship service, or regular league 
meeting with a panel of parents ana 
youngsters discussing family problems. 

5. Have a party for the seniors wha 
are graduating from high school. 

6. With summer coming on you max 
plan to have many of your worship servi 
ices out of doors. If your church has | 
lawn or there is a grove you attend regu 
larly, why not arrange some type 0% 
worship center. It might be a simple ston: 
altar or a large wooden cross. 

7. If your league won’t be meeting 
during the summer you will want som: 
way to continue your feeling of unity 
Subscribe now to LUTHER LIFE fo 
each member so that you can be readin, 
together the official LLA magazine. 


JUNE 


1. Clean out the supply closets an: 
take inventory in preparation for dail 
vacation church school. The superintenc 
ent and teachers will like to know hov 
many scissors there are and where thes 
can be found, how much art paper, how 
much paste, supply of crayons, etc. 

2. Flag day is one of the special day) 
in the month of June. Make special favon 
for a veterans’ hospital. 

3. Plan a flag day service for a hos 
pital or institution. 

4. Nursery toys take a beating. Chec: 
up on them to see what needs repairs. 

5. Organize outdoor prayer circles t 
meet during the summer. Keep the num 
ber of people in each circle small so th’ 
atmosphere will be informal. 

6. Spend the summer as a readin: 
league. Choose several good books wit! 


Christian themes — missionary, dating 
biographies, etc. — to pass among th 
leaguers. 
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SUMMER 


Moses 

Personality Development 
Why is life worth living? 
Jesus prayed 

Family 

Put out your welcome mat 
Five-point program 

Choir 

How to lead a topic 
Little things 


Maintain top experiences 


Coming rtttractioue 


FALL 


David 
Thanks-living 


What does God expect? 


What Catholics believe 


Martin Luther 


Advent wreath 

Second coming 

Christmas in the family 
Winter dating 
Institutions of the Church 
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